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Preface

This book is written for the exhausted.

For the man who cannot manufacture repentance.

For the woman worn out from measuring the sincerity of her
prayers.

For the believer who has spent years trying to “mean it for
real this time,” only to discover the same failure waiting at
the end of every vow.

It is written for those who sense the gospel was meant to
bring rest—not torment.

And it is written for those who have never been able to
reconcile why Scripture seems to speak with two voices:
“Choose this day whom you will serve,”

and

“No one can come unless the Father draws him.”

Both sentences stand in Scripture.

The Book is holy.

But not every interpretation of the Bible is holy.

And not every gospel preached from the Book is the gospel.
As you read this book, you will be confronted.

Not merely with doctrine, but with a throne.

Because this is what the debate truly is:

Who sits upon the throne?

If salvation rests upon the human will, then man is sovereign.
If salvation rests upon God, then assurance becomes
unavoidable.

There is no middle ground.

There are two gospels.

One begins with rebellion, hopping God will answer.
The other begins with God who acts in spite of rebellion.
One produces anxiety.

The other produces assurance.



One commands man to choose life.

The other declares that life has already been granted.
May this book not leave you merely informed.

May it leave you humbled.

May it strip you of every hidden instinct to bargain with God
May it leave you resting.

Not in your choice

but in His.

For salvation is not the story of man climbing back into
Eden.

It is the story of God entering the grave.

Grace does not request permission.

Grace conquers.

Grace raises the dead.

Grace reigns.

Joshua Salva.

Joshua Salva
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Chapter One
the Nature of the Will

1) To Will Is to Choose

Every act of the will is an act of choice.

The will is not a mystical substance.

It is not a spiritual organ floating above the person.

It is not a hidden throne inside the soul.

It is simply the faculty by which a moral agent chooses.

To will is to decide.

To will is to prefer.

To will is to approve one option and reject another.

And because the will is always choosing, the will is always
revealing.

It reveals what the person loves.

It reveals what the person desires.

It reveals what the person values.

It reveals what the person is.

So, when a man chooses sin, he is not merely “making a
mistake.”

He is exposing his nature.

And when a man refuses Christ, he is not merely “undecided.”
He is revealing his hostility.

Because the will does not hover above the heart.

The will expresses the heart.

2) The Will is a Faculty of a Moral Agent — Not the
Agent Itself

Here is the first distinction the modern mind hates:

The will is a faculty.

Not a person.

Not a soul.



Not a self.

The will is something the person uses.

It is not something that exists independently of the person.
It is not a separate “you” inside you.

And therefore, the will does not possess freedom in isolation.
The will shares the moral condition of its possessor.

If the person is righteous, the will chooses righteousness.
If the person is corrupt, the will chooses corruption.

If the person is alive, the will chooses life.

If the person is dead, the will cannot choose life.

Because the will does not generate nature.

Nature generates will.

And this is the great error of autonomous theology:

It treats the will as if it were a god inside man.

A neutral judge.

A sovereign faculty.

A deciding center untouched by sin.

But Scripture never grants such a thing.

3) Only a Moral Agent Can Be Free or Bound
Freedom and bondage are not properties of a faculty.
They are properties of a person.

A person is free or bound.

A person is alive or dead.

A person is hostile or submissive.

And the will simply moves within that reality.

So, the question is never:

“Is the will free in the abstract?”

The question is:

What is man?

Because whatever man is, the will, will express.
The will is not the master.

The will is the servant.

The will is not the king.

The will is the instrument.



And this destroys the free-will mythology, because free-will
mythology depends on the illusion that the will is independent
of the soul.

But it is not.

4) The Crucial Distinction: Willing vs. Wishing
This book then makes a distinction that is not just
philosophical—it is devastating.

Willing is not the same as wishing.

Wishing is desire without power.

Wishing is longing for something you cannot produce.
Wishing is the aching for what is beyond your control.

But willing is choosing within reach.

Willing deals with attainable realities.

Willing is action.

Wishing is desire.

And this matters because many confuse spiritual desire with
spiritual ability.

A man may wish for peace.

A man may wish for forgiveness.

A man may wish to escape hell.

A man may wish for a clean conscience.

A man may wish for a better life.

And he may even wish to be right with God.

But wishing is not faith.

Wishing is not surrender.

Wishing is not coming to Christ.

Because coming to Christ is not merely wanting the benefits
of salvation.

Coming to Christ is wanting Christ as Lord.

And the fallen heart does not want that.

5) This Is Why a Man Can “Want to Repent” and
Still Be Unable
This is one of the most important ideas in the whole book.



A man can desire relief without desiring surrender.

A man can desire forgiveness without desiring holiness.
A man can desire heaven without desiring God.

A man can desire mercy without desiring the end of self-rule.
So yes—fallen man may wish for God’s favor.

But he cannot will, repentance in truth.

Because repentance is not merely regret.

Repentance is the collapse of sovereignty.
Repentance is not simply:

“I’m sorry.”

Repentance is:

“You are right, and I am wrong.”

“You are God, and I am not.”

“You rule, and I submit.”

And the fallen will cannot produce that.

Not because God is unfair.

But because sin is deeper than behavior.

Sin is a nature.

Sin is slavery.

Sin is hostility.

And slavery does not produce surrender by willpower.

6) If Repentance Were Only a Choice, Forgiveness
Would Be Enough

This is one of the chapter’s sharpest lines.

Because it exposes what the will-based gospel assumes:
That God’s only obstacle is His reluctance.

That salvation is simply God needing to “decide to forgive.”
But salvation is not only forgiveness.

Salvation is resurrection.

Salvation is not only pardon.

Salvation is new birth.

Salvation is not only cancellation of guilt.

Salvation is transformation of nature.

Because if God simply forgave rebels without changing
rebels, He would populate heaven with rebels.



He would bring hostility into His presence.

He would grant eternal life to a soul that still hates the light.
And that is impossible.

So salvation requires more than forgiveness.

It requires redemption.

It requires a Redeemer.

Not merely a Judge who changes His mind.

But a Savior who changes the man.

;7) This Is Why “Repent to Be Forgiven” Distorts the
Gospel

Now we touch a key theological point.

Many people preach:

“Repent so that God will forgive you.”

But the chapter insists this reverses cause and effect.

Because repentance is not the price of forgiveness.
Repentance is the fruit of grace.

Repentance is not the door man opens.

Repentance is the door God opens in the soul.

This is why Scripture speaks of repentance as something God
grants.

Not something man manufactures.

Because if repentance is the condition that triggers grace, then
repentance becomes merit.

It becomes currency.

It becomes the first human contribution.

And the transaction returns.

8) The True Gospel Message is: Believe to Be Saved
The chapter uses this phrase as the “true eternal message.”
And what it means is not that faith is a human work.

It means faith is the God-given means of receiving salvation.
Faith is not man reaching up.

Faith is the empty hand of the resurrected soul.

Faith is the consequence of life.



Not the cause of life.

And this is why the gospel command “believe” does not imply
autonomy.

God commands what man cannot do.

And in commanding it, God reveals what must be granted.
God’s command is not evidence of man’s ability.

It is evidence of God’s authority.

And God’s authority does not shrink because man is dead.

9) Repentance Is Impossible Without Divine Grace
This is the heart of the section.

Repentance is impossible without divine grace.

Not difficult.

Not rare.

Impossible.

Because repentance is not a human improvement project.
Repentance is a spiritual miracle.

It is the Spirit breaking the heart of stone.

It is God opening blind eyes.

It is God conquering rebellion.

It is God producing humility.

And humility is not native to the flesh.

Humility is foreign to the fallen heart.

So if repentance happens, it is proof that grace has already
acted.

10) Grace Does Not Follow Repentance — Grace
Produces Repentance
This is the direct attack on the free will claim.
Free will theology often says:
e God sees repentance
e God responds with grace
But the chapter says:
That is backwards.
Grace is first.



Grace produces repentance.

Grace produces faith.

Grace produces obedience.

Because grace is not a response.

Grace is invasion.

Grace is conquest.

Grace is resurrection.

This is why Scripture speaks the way it does:

“I will remove the heart of stone... and give you a heart of
flesh.”

(Ezekiel 36:26)

“And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to
walk...”

(Ezekiel 36:27)

Cause.

Not assist.

Cause.

The Will Is Not the Soul

11) The Will Is a Faculty, Not a Sovereign
Now the chapter sharpens the blade.
The will is a faculty.

Not a sovereign.

Not a throne.

Not a king.

Not the deciding authority above God.
It is an instrument of the person.

And instruments do not rule.
Instruments express.

So the will is not the source of life.

It is not the origin of desire.

It is not the generator of love.

It chooses, but it does not create.

It directs, but it does not birth.

It acts, but it does not resurrect.



So to treat the will as the source of salvation is not only
unbiblical.

It is absurd.

It is asking an instrument to become a creator.

It is asking a dead faculty to generate life.

-12) The Will Chooses Only Within the Limits of

Nature

This is where the chapter’s argument becomes unstoppable.
The will is not infinite.

It is not sovereign.

It does not choose in a vacuum.

It chooses according to nature.

A lion chooses meat.

A sheep chooses grass.

A vulture chooses decay.

A saint chooses Christ.

A sinner chooses sin.

Not because the will is coerced.

But because the will is consistent with nature.

And nature after the fall is corrupt.

So the will after the fall is corrupt.

The will cannot choose holiness because it does not love
holiness.

The will cannot choose God because it is hostile to God.
The will cannot choose Christ because it does not see Christ
as beautiful.

Unless grace changes the nature.

Unless grace replaces the heart.

Unless grace grants life.

-13) The Category Error: Confusing the Will with

the Self
The chapter calls it what it is:
A category error.



The will is not the self.

The will is not a neutral judge.

The will is not a detached courtroom inside the soul.

The will is not sitting above the heart, listening to arguments,
weighing evidence, and then deciding which way to go.

That picture is fantasy.

It is not Scripture.

It is philosophy.

And it is philosophy designed to preserve human dignity.
But Scripture is not designed to preserve human dignity.
Scripture is designed to reveal human guilt and divine mercy.

So the chapter says:

To confuse the will with the self is to commit a category error.
And the moment you commit that error, you invent a gospel
where the will can save.

-14) The Will Is Not Neutral — It Is Bound to the

Soul

This is the death of neutrality again, now applied directly to
the will.

The will does not stand above the soul.

The will is bound to what the soul is.

So if the soul is dead, the will cannot choose life.

If the soul is corrupt, the will cannot choose holiness.

If the soul is hostile, the will cannot choose to surrender.

This is why Scripture does not describe the sinner as
undecided.

It describes him as hostile.

It describes him as unable.

It describes him as enslaved.

And this is why the “decision-based” salvation system
collapses.

Because it assumes neutrality where Scripture says hostility.
It assumes ability where Scripture says bondage.

It assumes life where Scripture says death.



15) Decision-Based Salvation Is Built on a Fiction
Now the chapter names the system:

Decision-based salvation.

The altar-call gospel.

The “raise your hand” gospel.

The “choose Jesus” gospel.

The “accept Christ” gospel.

The “God votes yes, Satan votes no, you cast the deciding
vote” gospel.

It treats the will as autonomous.

It imagines a capacity in fallen man that Scripture never
grants.

It treats man as sick, not dead.

It treats man as weak, not hostile.

It treats man as confused, not enslaved.

And so it offers persuasion where resurrection is needed.

It offers information when regeneration is needed.

It offers appeals when conquest is needed.

It offers negotiation when the King must speak.

16) The Will Does Not Rescue the Soul

This is the chapter’s final hammer.

The will does not rescue the soul.

Because the will is not above the soul.

The will is inside the soul.

So a corrupt soul cannot use a corrupt will to escape
corruption.

A dead soul cannot use a dead will to escape death.

The will cannot pull the soul out of the grave.

That is like asking a drowning man to save himself by
grabbing his own hair.

It is impossible.
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And the very insistence that it is possible is the pride of
autonomy.

17) The Soul Determines the Will
And so the chapter ends where it must end:
The soul determines the will.

Not the other way around.

Nature commands desire.

Desire commands will.

Will chooses what desire loves.

And the fallen desire loves darkness.

So the fallen will chooses darkness.
Until grace acts.

Until grace invades.

Until grace resurrects.

Until grace replaces the heart.

Then the will is freed.

Not freed into autonomy.

Freed into life.

Freed into love.

Freed into Christ.

Closing Paragraph

To will is to choose.

But the will is not sovereign.

It is a faculty of a moral agent, not the agent itself.

And a faculty cannot be freer than its possessor.

Wishing is not willing.

Desire is not ability.

A man may wish for mercy and still be unable to repent.
Because repentance is not a mere choice.

It is a miracle.

If repentance were only a decision, forgiveness would suffice.
But repentance exceeds the natural capacity of fallen man.

11



Therefore salvation requires a Redeemer.

Grace does not follow repentance.

Grace produces repentance.

The will is not the soul.

The will does not stand above the heart as a neutral judge.
It is bound to the soul.

And the soul determines the will.

The will does not rescue the soul.

The soul determines the will.

12



Chapter Two
the Fall

Is the sinner still biting the apple?
Yes.

The sinner is still biting the apple.

Not once.
Not merely in Adam.
But continually, willingly, gladly.

The fall was not a single historical mistake that left man
neutral and wounded. It was a change of nature. Adam’s
bite did not end in Eden; it became the posture of his
descendants. Fallen man does not stand before the tree
undecided—he is still reaching for it.

That is why Scripture does not describe sinners as hesitant,
but as:

e lovers of darkness,

¢ hostile in mind,

e enemies of God.

The sinner is not coerced into rebellion. He chooses
according to his desire, and his desire is bent. Every sin is a
fresh bite—a renewed assent to autonomy, a reenactment of
the ancient lie: “I will decide what is good.”

13



This is precisely why moral responsibility remains intact.

The sinner sins because he wants to.
He wants to because he is fallen.
He is fallen because he is in Adam.

Spiritual death does not paralyze the will; it enslaves it. The
sinner is not reaching for life and missing it—he is reaching
again for the fruit that kills.

And unless grace intervenes, he will keep biting.

The gospel does not ask the sinner to drop the apple and
choose better.

The gospel Kills the old man, removes him from Adam, and
raises him in Christ.

Only then does the bite stop.

So yes—the sinner is still biting the apple.
That is why resurrection, not persuasion, is required.

the Desire of Sovereignty

1. The First Sin Was Not Defiance of Grace, but
Rebellion.

The modern world loves the language of freedom. We praise
autonomy. We treat independence as virtue. We call self-
determination maturity. And we are so accustomed to these

14



ideas that we rarely stop to ask the question that exposes the
heart beneath them:

What is autonomy, really?

Autonomy is not simply the ability to choose between two
options. Autonomy is something far deeper, far more
theological, and far more dangerous:

Autonomy is the desire to be sovereign.

This is the ancient temptation. It is not merely the temptation
to sin, but the temptation to rule. It is not the temptation to
take a forbidden fruit, but to take a forbidden throne.

The earliest rebellion in Scripture was not a rebellion over
preferences. It was a rebellion over authority. It was not the
conflict of creatures who wanted “more freedom,” but of
creatures who wanted God’s place.

The modern doctrine of “free will,” as it is often preached, is
rarely treated as a theological claim about sovereignty. It is
framed as a neutral concept: God is God, and man is man,
and man has “the ability to choose.”

But that is not how Scripture presents the human will after
the fall. The human will is not described as neutral. It is
described as enslaved. It is not described as free. It is
described as dead. And it is not described as cooperative with
God. It is described as hostile.

The doctrine of autonomous will is not harmless. It is the old
rebellion dressed in respectable language.

2. Rebellion Begins Before the Cross, and Before the
Choice.

When people hear the word “rebellion,” they often imagine
scandal: crimes, addictions, hatred, violence, open atheism.
But Scripture does not define rebellion that way.

Rebellion begins much earlier than those outward symptoms.
Rebellion begins when the creature refuses the Creator’s
authority.

15



Rebellion begins when the human heart insists on being the
deciding factor.

Rebellion begins when the will assumes it can stand before
God and negotiate terms.

This is why the most religious people in the Gospels were
often the most resistant to grace. They were not rebellious in
the world’s eyes. They were disciplined. Moral. Doctrinal.
Serious. But they were sovereign in their hearts.

And that is the core problem:

Grace cannot be received by a sovereign will.

Because grace is not an offer awaiting approval. Grace is not
a bargain. Grace is not a partnership.

Grace is God acting as God.

The sinner does not approach grace as a humble beggar by
nature. The sinner approaches grace as a rebel who wants to
keep control.

3. The Lie of Free Will: A Crown Made of Words

The phrase “free will” sounds humble to many Christians.
They think it preserves responsibility. They think it protects
morality. They think it makes God “fair.”

But “free will” is often smuggled into theology as something
more than moral responsibility. It becomes an invisible
crown placed on the human head.

It becomes the belief that the final decision belongs to man.
And once that belief is accepted, everything else shifts.
Salvation is no longer God’s act; it becomes God’s invitation.
Grace is no longer sovereign; it becomes conditional.

The cross is no longer the decisive victory; it becomes the
potential for victory.

Faith is no longer God’s gift; it becomes man’s contribution.
The sinner becomes the hinge of salvation.

And the glory of God is quietly reduced.

16



This is why the doctrine of autonomous will is never neutral.
It is never a minor disagreement. It is never merely a
“different emphasis.”

It touches the throne.

4. Eden: The Birth of Autonomy

The first temptation was not primarily about fruit. It was
about authority.

The serpent did not begin by offering pleasure. He began by
undermining God’s word:

“Did God actually say...?” (Genesis 3:1)

This is how rebellion begins. Not with open hatred of God,
but with suspicion of His authority.

Then the serpent escalated the lie:

“You will not surely die.” (Genesis 3:4)

Here the creature is taught to evaluate God’s warnings as
optional.

Finally, the heart of the temptation was revealed:

“You will be like God...” (Genesis 3:5)

The lie was not that Adam and Eve would become divine in
nature. The lie was that they could become sovereign in
position—determining good and evil for themselves.

That is free will.

Autonomy is not simply choosing sin. Autonomy is choosing
to be the one who defines what sin is.

It is the refusal to be ruled.

S. Heaven: The Pattern of Rebellion

The rebellion in Eden was not the first rebellion in
Scripture’s story. It echoes an earlier one.

The angelic rebellion—however mysterious in its details—
was fundamentally about authority. About the creature
refusing creaturehood.

We must not romanticize rebellion as courage.

Rebellion is not bravery.

17



Rebellion is not independence.

Rebellion is not authenticity.

Rebellion is the rejection of rightful rule.

And because God is not merely a ruler but the source of life,
rebellion is not merely disobedience.

It is self-murder.

6. The Human Will After the Fall: Not Free, but Enslaved
Modern Christians often speak as if the fall wounded the will
but did not bind it, as if the will is injured but still functional
in spiritual matters.

But Scripture does not speak that way.

Scripture describes fallen man with language that is
devastatingly clear.

Dead — “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins...”
(Ephesians 2:1)

Dead men do not initiate resurrection.

Blind — “The god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers...” (2 Corinthians 4:4)

Blind men do not discover light by effort.

Hostile — “For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God...” (Romans 8:7)

Hostile hearts do not naturally surrender.

Unable — “...it does not submit to God's law, indeed, it
cannot.” (Romans 8:7)

Scripture does not say the sinner will not submit. It says the
sinner cannot.

Enslaved — “Everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.”
(John 8:34)

Slaves do not free themselves.

If we accept Scripture’s own language, then the doctrine of
free will becomes a contradiction of terms—not because
humans lack choices in everyday life, but because in spiritual
matters the will is bound by nature.

The will does not float above the heart.

The will expresses the heart.

18



And the fallen heart loves darkness.

7. What the Will Can Do: Resist

This is where the argument becomes offensive to modern
ears, even in the church.

The will does not contribute to salvation.

The will does not cooperate with grace.

The will does not assist God.

The will can do one thing very well:

Resist.

Scripture describes the sinner’s posture toward God as
resistance, not neutrality.

“You always resist the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 7:51)

This is not an unusual condition. This is the normal state of
man apart from God.

And this resistance is not only moral. It is spiritual. It is the
heart’s refusal to surrender sovereignty.

Even when grace is preached clearly, even when Christ is
lifted up, the natural man does not respond with humble
gratitude.

He responds with defiance.

8. Why Free Will Always Produces Defiance of Grace
Grace is not simply help.

Grace is not merely God assisting man to do what man
already wants to do.

Grace is God overthrowing man’s false sovereignty.
Grace is God declaring that salvation belongs to Him.
Grace is God acting without permission.

That is why grace is hated.

Because grace does not negotiate.

Grace does not flatter human dignity.

Grace does not preserve man’s imagined throne.

Grace humiliates.

Grace exposes.

19



Grace kills pride.

Grace raises the dead.

And for that reason, the free-will heart, will always respond
to grace with one of two strategies:

1) Open rejection

2) Religious domestication

The first says,

“I do not want God.”

The second says,

“I will accept God on my terms.”
Both are defiance.

9. The Transactional Gospel: Grace Turned Into Wages
One of the most subtle and destructive fruits of “free will
theology” is that it turns salvation into a transaction.

This does not always happen openly. Many people who
believe in autonomous will still say, “Salvation is by grace.”
But the structure beneath their words often reveals something
else:

God offers.

Man decides.

God responds.

Man contributes.

God completes.

This is not grace.

This is a bargain.

And it quietly turns repentance into a payment.

If salvation is conditioned on free will, then grace is no
longer grace in the biblical sense. It becomes a product
available to those who choose correctly.

And this inevitably produces one of two spiritual diseases:
Pride

“I made the right choice. I'm saved because I responded.”
Despair

—*“I can’t make myself choose.”

20



Both outcomes are the fruit of sovereignty placed on the
wrong head.

10. The Cross: Not Potential, but Victory

If man’s free decision is the hinge of salvation, then the cross
is reduced.

The cross becomes a universal possibility rather than a
particular accomplishment.

The blood of Christ becomes a provision waiting for
activation.

The resurrection becomes an offer.

But Scripture does not speak that way.

Scripture presents the cross as an act that actually saves.
“He shall save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)
Not: “He will try.”

Not: “He will make salvation possible.”

He shall save.

“It is finished.” (John 19:30)

Finished means accomplished.

Finished means completed.

Finished means not waiting for human permission.

The cross is not a door that man opens.

The cross is a sword that conquers.

11. Faith: Not the Sinner’s Contribution, but God’s Gift
Perhaps the most guarded territory in this debate is faith
itself.

Many Christians, even those who emphasize grace, still treat
faith as the one human contribution God requires. They
speak as if faith is the single coin man must produce to
complete the transaction.

But Scripture repeatedly describes faith as a gift.

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing, it is the gift of God...” (Ephesians 2:8)
The gift is not only salvation as a general idea. The gift
includes the very means by which salvation is received.
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“To you it has been granted... to believe in him.” (Philippians
1:29)

Granted. Given. Bestowed.

Faith is not the sinner’s independent reaching.

Faith is God opening the eyes.

12. The Offense of Sovereign Grace

Sovereign grace offends because it strips man of his
imagined dignity.

It declares:

* You are not the center.

* You are not the judge.

* You are not the deciding authority.

* You are not the final cause of your salvation.

And that is unbearable to the flesh.

The fallen heart does not merely want to be saved.

The fallen heart wants to be saved without surrendering
sovereignty.

That is why so many prefer a gospel where God does most of
the work but man gets the final word.

It feels balanced.

It feels fair.

It feels cooperative.

But it is rebellion.

Because it refuses to let God be God.

13. The True Freedom: To Be Ruled by God

Here is the great irony:

The doctrine of free will is often defended in the name of
freedom.

But Scripture teaches the opposite.

The will is not truly free when it governs itself.

The will is truly free when it is restored.

Because the will was never created to be independent. It was
created to be aligned.

The highest freedom is not self-rule.
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The highest freedom is to be ruled by the One who is life.

“If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (John 8:36)
Freedom does not come from the will.

Freedom comes from the Son.

14. The Only Hope: God Alone Must Act

If rebellion comes first, and defiance of grace follows, then
the conclusion is unavoidable:

Man will not save himself.

Man will not choose himself into life.

Man will not cooperate himself into resurrection.

God must act.

God must initiate.

God must conquer.

God must raise the dead.

This is not pessimism.

This is the gospel.

Because if salvation depended in any degree on the sinner’s
sovereignty, no one would be saved.

But if salvation belongs to God, then salvation is certain.
And the same God who commands the dead to rise is able to
do what He commands.

15. Conclusion: The Lie Unmasked

The desire of sovereignty is not a side issue. It is the root.

It is the seed of rebellion.

It is the engine of defiance.

And it is the reason why the doctrine of autonomous “free
will” is never a harmless disagreement.

It is not merely about how salvation happens.

It is about who sits on the throne.

Autonomy cannot exist apart from sin, that the human will is
not sovereign, and that salvation is the work of God alone—
from beginning to end.

Grace does not ask permission.

Grace conquers.
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Grace resurrects.
Grace reigns.
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Chapter Three
the Myth of Neutrality

Why the Will Can not be
“in-between”

1. The Most Comfortable Lie in Theology

If Chapters one and two exposed the desire of
sovereignty as the root of rebellion, Chapter three
must confront the doctrine that keeps rebellion
respectable:

neutrality.

Neutrality is the most comfortable lie in Christian
theology because it allows the sinner to remain
dignified while still being lost. It creates a middle
category between rebellion and surrender, between
death and life, between darkness and light.

It says: “man is not righteous, but neither is he
helpless; not saved, but not hostile; not regenerate,
but still able to cooperate”.

This is the psychological refuge of the autonomous
heart.

Because neutrality preserves the illusion of control.
If the will is neutral, then man can be approached like
a rational customer. He can evaluate the gospel,
compare it with other offers, and decide whether he
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wants Christ. Salvation becomes a decision, and God
becomes a persuader.

But Scripture never presents fallen man as neutral.
Scripture presents him as opposed.

The human will is not a blank slate.

It 1s a weapon.

2. Neutrality Is Not a Biblical Category
The Bible’s categories are not modern categories.
Modern theology loves the language of “balance”
and “both/and.” It tries to protect God’s sovereignty
while still protecting human autonomy. It tries to say:

« God initiates

« man responds

« God provides

o man chooses

« God saves

« man accepts
But this system depends on a hidden assumption:

the fallen will is capable of spiritual impartiality.
That assumption is not in Scripture.

Scripture does not say man is undecided.

It says man is hostile.

“For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God...” (Romans 8:7)

Hostility is not neutrality.

Hostility is not weakness.

Hostility is active opposition.

And Scripture goes further:
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“...it does not submit to God’s law, indeed, it
cannot.” (Romans 8:7)

Not “will not.”

Cannot.

That one word destroys the myth of neutrality.

If man cannot submit, then man is not waiting.

He is resisting.

3. The Will Is Never Independent of Nature

One of the most repeated errors in “free will”
theology is the idea that the will floats above the
heart, like a judge sitting outside the person.

In this view, man’s desires may be sinful, his mind
may be corrupted, his emotions may be twisted—but
the will remains a pure faculty that can still choose
God if it wants to.

But the will is not separate from the person.

The will is not a neutral engine.

The will is the expression of what the heart loves.
Jesus does not describe the problem as a lack of
information, but a love of darkness:

“And this is the judgment: the light has come into the
world, and people loved the darkness rather than the
light...” (John 3:19)

The issue is love.

The issue is preference.

The issue is desire.

And the will always follows desire.

No one chooses what they hate.

No one embraces what they despise.

No one runs to a light they find unbearable.
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The will does not rescue the heart.
The heart commands the will.

4. Why the Gospel Does Not “Appeal” to the
Natural Man
Many Christians speak as if the gospel is naturally
attractive.
They assume that if the message is presented clearly,
and if the sinner is rational, then the sinner will see
its beauty and choose Christ.
This sounds reasonable, but it contradicts Scripture.
The gospel is not merely good news.
The gospel is a declaration of war against human
pride.
It announces:

o God is holy.

o you are guilty.

o you are helpless.

« you are not sovereign.

« you must be rescued.

o you must be owned.

o you must die.
The gospel is not flattering.
It does not offer self-improvement.
It offers crucifixion.
This 1s why Scripture says:
“The word of the cross is folly to those who are
perishing...” (1 Corinthians 1:18)
Not “unclear.”
Not “unconvincing.”
Folly.
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The natural man does not stand neutral before the
gospel.
He stands offended.

5. “Not Against” Is Not the Same as “For”

Some will object: “But surely many people are not
hostile. Many are curious. Many are open. Many are
searching”.

Yes—many appear open.

But openness is not neutrality.

Curiosity is not surrender.

A man can be interested in Christianity for a thousand
reasons and still be in rebellion. He may want peace,
meaning, community, purpose, moral stability, or
relief from guilt.

But wanting the benefits of God is not wanting God.
The flesh will gladly accept a Christ who improves
life.

It will not accept a Christ who rules.

This 1s why Jesus draws the line so sharply:
“Whoever is not with me is against me...” (Matthew
12:30)

There is no third category.

There is no middle ground.

There 1s no neutral territory in the kingdom of God.

6. The Natural Man Cannot Receive Spiritual

Things
Paul speaks with brutal clarity:
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“The natural person does not accept the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not
able to understand them...” (1 Corinthians 2:14)
This verse is often softened in sermons.
It is turned into something like: the natural man
struggles to understand spiritual things.
But Paul says more.
He says:

o he does not accept them

« they are folly to him

« he is not able to understand them
The phrase “not able” destroys the doctrine of
neutrality.
Neutrality assumes capacity.
Scripture declares inability.
And 1nability is not unfair, because inability is moral.
The sinner cannot come because he will not.
And he will not because he loves darkness.

7. The Myth of the “Seeking Sinner”

Another modern comfort is the idea of the seeker.
This idea dominates evangelical culture: the “seeking
sinner” 1s presented as a person sincerely looking for
God, who only needs enough information, enough
persuasion, enough encouragement.

But Scripture’s assessment is the opposite:

“No one understands; no one seeks for God.”
(Romans 3:11)

This does not mean no one seeks religious
experience.

It does not mean no one seeks relief.
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It does not mean no one seeks meaning.

It means no one seeks God as God.

No one seeks the Holy One who will dethrone them.
No one seeks the Lord who demands surrender.

The natural man may seek a god who serves him.
He will not seek the God who rules him.

8. Why Neutrality Always Becomes a Defense of
Pride

Neutrality i1s never just a concept.

It has a moral purpose.

Neutrality exists to protect the ego.

Because if man 1s neutral, then man can claim that his
salvation was ultimately the result of his wisdom, his
humility, his better decision.

He can say, even if only in his heart:

“I was open.”

“I was willing.”

“I responded.”

“I accepted.”

And the moment man believes that, the glory of God
is stolen.

Because the dividing line between the saved and the
lost becomes the human response rather than divine
mercy.

But Scripture explicitly forbids this.

“So then it depends not on human will or exertion,
but on God, who has mercy.” (Romans 9:16)

Not on human will.

Not on exertion.

On mercy.
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9. The Will Is Not a Door; It Is a Wall

The autonomous model treats the will like a door:
God knocks.

Man opens.

God enters.

But Scripture treats the will more like a wall:

God confronts.

Man resists.

God breaks through.

The gospel is not a polite invitation waiting for
consent.

The gospel is the power of God.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the
power of God for salvation...” (Romans 1:16)
Power is not needed for neutrality.

Power is needed for resistance.

Power is needed for death.

Power is needed for rebellion.

10. If Neutrality Were True, Grace Would Not Be
Necessary

Neutrality theology tries to preserve grace by saying
man cannot save himself, but he can still “choose to
accept salvation.”

Yet this is precisely where grace is destroyed.
Because if man can choose Christ without
regeneration, then man’s will contains a spark of life.
And if man’s will contains a spark of life, then man
is not truly dead.
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And if man is not truly dead, then grace is no longer
resurrection.

It becomes assistance.

But Scripture does not describe salvation as
assistance.

It describes salvation as creation.

“Therefore, if anyone i1s in Christ, he is a new
creation.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Creation 1s not cooperation.

Creation 1s command.

11. The Problem Is Not the Lack of Evidence, But
the Love of Sin

Neutrality assumes the sinner 1is primarily
uninformed.

So the solution becomes information.

Better arguments.

Better apologetics.

Better presentations.

More emotional appeal.

More compelling stories.

But Scripture says the problem is not lack of
evidence.

The problem is suppression.

“For the wrath of God is revealed... because they
suppress the truth...” (Romans 1:18)

Suppression is not ignorance.

Suppression is rebellion.

The sinner is not a blank slate.

He is a suppressor.

That is why he cannot be neutral.
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He is already engaged in warfare against God’s
authority.

12. What About Conviction? What About Fear?
What About Tears?

Some will object: But sinners feel conviction. They
cry. They tremble. They fear hell. They seem moved.
Yes.

But none of these things prove neutrality.
Conviction is not conversion.

Fear is not faith.

Tears are not surrender.

A man can tremble at judgment while still refusing
God.

A man can feel guilt while still clinging to
sovereignty.

Neutrality 1s not proven by emotion.

Neutrality is disproven by Scripture.

13. The Real Divide: Flesh and Spirit
Scripture does not divide humanity into “believers,
unbelievers, and neutrals.”
It divides humanity into two categories:

 those in the flesh

 those in the Spirit
“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit,
if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.” (Romans
8:9)
This 1s the dividing line.
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And it is absolute.

If the Spirit does not dwell in a man, then he is in the
flesh.

And if he is in the flesh, he cannot please God.
“Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”
(Romans 8:8)

Again, cannot.

Not “struggle.”

Cannot.

The myth of neutrality collapses.

14. The Moment of Salvation Is Not the Moment
of Decision
One of the most deeply ingrained assumptions in
modern Christianity is that salvation occurs when the
sinner “decides.”
This is why evangelism is built around the moment:
the hand raised, the prayer prayed, the aisle walked,
the card signed.
But Scripture repeatedly locates salvation elsewhere:
o 1n God’s choosing
« 1n Christ’s accomplishment
 in the Spirit’s regenerating power
The sinner’s conscious experience is real, but it is not
the cause.
It is the result.
Because the dead do not decide to live.
They are raised.

15. The Only True Neutrality Is Death
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If we insist on using the word “neutral,” Scripture
gives only one option:

death.

The dead man is “neutral” in the sense that he cannot
respond.

But he is not neutral morally.

His state is condemnation.

His nature is corruption.

His will is bound.

And until God acts, he remains where he is.

This is why salvation must be monergistic—God
alone acting.

If grace does not raise the dead, the dead remain dead.

16. Conclusion: Neutrality Is the Last Refuge of
Sovereignty
Neutrality is not a biblical category.
It is a psychological shelter for the autonomous heart.
It allows man to imagine himself as reasonable, fair,
open-minded, and undecided—rather than rebellious,
resistant, and hostile.
But Scripture will not permit that comfort.
Man is either:

o 1in Adam or in Christ

o dead or alive

o darkness or light

o flesh or Spirit

o slave or son
There is no middle kingdom.
There is no spiritual Switzerland.
The will cannot be “in between.”
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And this leads us to the next unavoidable question:
If man is not neutral, and if man cannot come, then
how does anyone come at all?

The answer is not found in man’s decision.

It 1s found in God’s conquest.

Chapter Four
Free Will
Is Defiance of Grace

The Final Insult of Fallen Religion

1) The Most Religious Lie Is the One That Sounds
Like Virtue

There are lies that look like darkness.

And there are lies that look like light.

There are lies that smell like the world—open
unbelief, open rebellion, open contempt for God.
But the most dangerous lies do not come dressed as
atheism.

They come dressed as righteousness.

They come dressed as fairness.

They come dressed as responsibility.

They come dressed as “balance.”

And one of the most successful religious lies ever
planted in the church is this:
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God’s grace is real, but man’s free will is final.

It sounds harmless.

It sounds humble.

It sounds like the kind of statement a reasonable
Christian would make.

But 1t 1s not harmless.

It 1s not humble.

It is not reasonable.

It is the old rebellion in new language.

It 1s the Fall with a Bible in its hand.

2) Grace Does Not Ask Permission

Grace, by definition, is not owed.

Grace 1s not a wage.

Grace is not a response to human worth.

Grace is not God rewarding a better version of you.
Grace is God acting toward the undeserving.

Grace is God moving first.

Grace is God saving those who cannot save
themselves.

Grace 1s not a cooperative project.

Grace is an invasion.

It is resurrection.

It 1s conquest.

That is why grace offends.

Because grace does not ask for man’s permission.
Grace does not negotiate terms.

Grace does not consult the rebel.

Grace does not wait for the will to become agreeable.
Grace comes like light into darkness.
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And darkness does not vote on whether 1t will be
overcome.

3) Free Will Must Resist Grace, Because Grace
Threatens Sovereignty

If grace i1s truly grace, then it destroys the only thing
fallen man values above everything else:

his sovereignty.

The fallen heart does not merely want forgiveness.

It wants forgiveness while remaining in control.

It wants mercy without surrender.

It wants heaven without lordship.

It wants a Savior who will rescue but not rule.

That is why the doctrine of free will is so attractive.
Because it preserves the one thing man refuses to give
up:

the final word.

It says:

God may call, but I decide.

God may offer, but I activate.

God may knock, but I open.

God may provide, but I apply.

God may want, but | permit.

And the moment you grant that final permission to
man, grace is no longer grace.

Grace becomes an employee waiting for the boss to
sign the paperwork.

Grace becomes a servant of the will.

Grace becomes a dependent power.

Grace becomes a beggar at the gate of human
autonomy.
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That is not the God of Scripture.

4) The Defiance Is Not Always Open — It Is Often
Religious

Most defiance is not shouted.

Most defiance is whispered.

Most defiance comes in the form of theological
“clarifications.”

People rarely say:

“I reject grace.”

They say:

“I believe in grace, but...”

And everything after the “but” is the rebellion.

“I believe in grace, but man must choose.”

“I believe in grace, but God won’t violate free will.”
“I believe in grace, but love must be optional.”

“I believe 1n grace, but God can’t force salvation.”
That language is praised as wisdom.

It is called maturity.

It 1s called balance.

But it is not balance.

It 1s resistance.

It is defiance.

Because it refuses to let grace be sovereign.

5) Free Will Makes Grace Conditional

Grace 1s unconditional, or it is not grace.

The moment grace depends on man’s decision, grace
becomes conditional.

And the condition may sound spiritual:
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repentance

sincerity

openness

willingness

humility

a choice

But the moment grace depends on any of those, grace
becomes a wage.

And the gospel becomes a transaction.

God offers.

Man contributes.

God responds.

And the soul is taught, subtly but surely, that
salvation is not God’s act.

It is man’s agreement.

And therefore the saved man is not a trophy of mercy.
He is a trophy of his own wisdom.

“I made the right decision.”

“I responded correctly.”

“I used my free will well.”

“I am saved because I responded”

That is not the language of worship.

That is the language of boasting.

6) Free Will Is Not Neutral

If man’s free decision is the hinge of salvation, then
the cross is not decisive.

The cross becomes potential.

The blood becomes provision.

The resurrection becomes opportunity.

Christ becomes a salesman of mercy.
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And man becomes the final authority who determines
whether Christ’s work will succeed.

But Scripture does not speak this way.

Scripture speaks of the cross as conquest.

As victory.

As accomplishment.

As a finished act.

“He shall save his people from their sins.”
(Matthew 1:21)

Not: He shall try.

Not: He shall offer.

He shall save.

“It 1s finished.”

(John 19:30)

Finished means not waiting.

Finished means not dependent.

Finished means accomplished.

The cross is not a bridge God built halfway, hoping
man will complete it.

The cross 1s a sword that actually kills sin.

7) The Will Is Not the Gate — It Is the Prison
The doctrine of free will assumes the will is the
doorway to salvation.

Scripture says the opposite.

The will is the prison.

The will is not free.

The will 1s bound.

The will is enslaved to sin.

The will expresses the nature.

And the fallen nature does not desire God.
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This is why Scripture says:

“No one seeks for God.”

(Romans 3:11)

Not: no one seeks hard enough.

No one seeks.

And Jesus says:

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent
me draws him.”

(John 6:44)

Cannot.

Not will not.

Cannot.

Free will theology hears that word and panics.

So it edits it.

It turns “cannot” into “will not.”

It turns inability into mere stubbornness.

Because if inability is real, autonomy collapses.
And if autonomy collapses, grace becomes
sovereign.

And if grace becomes sovereign, man loses his
throne.

8) The Greatest Fear Behind Free Will: God
Might Actually Be God

The real objection to sovereign grace is not
intellectual.

It is moral.

It is emotional.

It is spiritual.

The fallen heart fears a God who truly rules.

It fears a God who saves whom He will.
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It fears a God who is not manageable.

It fears a God who is not “fair” by human definition.
It fears a God who is not obligated to consult human
dignity.

So it invents a safer God.

A God who wants to save but cannot.

A God who loves but is helpless.

A God who knocks but depends on the sinner.

A God who waits outside the tomb and hopes Lazarus
will cooperate.

But that is not God.

That is an idol built out of human preferences.

The Bible does not present God as waiting.

It presents Him as reigning.

“Our God 1s in the heavens; he does all that he
pleases.”

(Psalm 115:3)

Not all that man permits.

All that He pleases.

9) Free Will Produces Two Fruits: Pride or
Despair

A gospel built on free will, can only produce two
outcomes.

Pride — for those who believe they succeeded.
They will say “grace,” but they will mean “me.”
They will thank God, but they will trust themselves.
They will claim humility, but they will quietly
believe they made the difference.

And they will look at others and wonder why they did
not do the same.
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Or it produces:

Despair — for those who are honest enough to see
their own inability.

They will keep trying to repent hard enough.

They will keep trying to believe strongly enough.
They will keep trying to surrender sincerely enough.
They will keep asking:

Did [ mean it?

Was I real?

Was I deep enough?

Was I broken enough?

Was I changed enough?

And their assurance will rise and fall like a tide.
Because their assurance is anchored to their
performance.

Not to Christ.

10) Grace Does Not Wait for the Will — It Creates
the Willing

Here 1s the truth free will, cannot survive:

Grace does not wait for willingness.

Grace creates willingness.

Grace does not respond to faith.

Grace produces faith.

Grace does not follow repentance.

Grace grants repentance.

This 1s why Scripture speaks the way it does:

“But God... made us alive together with Christ.”
(Ephesians 2:4-5)

Life first.

Then faith.
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Then repentance.

Then obedience.

Then joy.

Grace is not God assisting man’s climb.
Grace is God raising man from death.

11) The Gospel Is Not an Offer — It Is a Summons
The outward call can be resisted.

Men resist sermons every day.

Men resist truth every day.

Men resist Christ openly.

But when God calls inwardly, the call carries what it
commands.

“Lazarus, come out.”

And Lazarus comes.

Not because Lazarus was wiser.

Not because Lazarus was humbler.

Not because Lazarus cooperated.

Not because Lazarus made a dicision.

But because Christ’s word created what it demanded.
That is the gospel when God applies it.

Not invitation.

Summons.

Power.

Resurrection.

-12) The Defiance of Grace Ends Only When the
Will Is Broken — and Remade

“Grace does not drag a man to heaven against his
will”.
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Grace does something far more terrifying and far
more beautiful.

Grace changes the will.

Grace removes the heart of stone.

Grace gives a heart of flesh.

Grace does not violate desire.

Grace recreates desire.

The man who hated Christ 1s made to love Him.
Not by coercion.

By rebirth.

By new creation.

By divine invasion.

13) The True Gospel Begins Where Free Will
Ends

Free will is the last defense of the rebel.

It is the last claim of autonomy.

It is the last attempt to remain sovereign while
receiving mercy.

But the gospel does not come to preserve man’s
throne.

It comes to destroy it.

Because salvation is not the story of man choosing
God.

It is the story of God choosing, calling, and saving
man.

Grace does not ask permission.

Grace conquers.

And the conquest is love.

-14) Conclusion: Free Will Is the Defiance of Grace
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To believe in free will is not merely to misunderstand
grace.

It is to resist grace.

Because it refuses to let grace be final.

It refuses to let God be sovereign.

It refuses to let salvation be God’s act alone.

It insists man must remain the deciding center.

It reenacts the Fall.

It repeats Eden.

It takes the forbidden fruit and calls it responsibility.
It takes the forbidden throne and calls it fairness.
But the gospel does not restore autonomy.

It restores life.

The will does not climb back into the Garden.
God enters the grave.

Faith is not the fruit man reaches for.

Faith 1s the gift God places in dead hands.
Repentance is not the price that purchases mercy.
Repentance is the echo of mercy already given.
This 1s not my choice.

It never was.

It 1s His.
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Chapter Five
the Conquest of Grace

Why God’s Call Cannot Fail

1. Grace Is Not an Invitation. It Is an Invasion.

If the will is bound, and the heart is hostile, how
does anyone come to Christ at all?

The answer is not that man becomes reasonable.

The answer 1s not that man finally “uses his free will
correctly.”

The answer is not that the sinner decides to surrender.
The answer is that God conquers.

This 1s the offense of sovereign grace: it does not wait
for the rebel’s permission.

It overthrows the rebel.

Grace 1s not a gentle suggestion offered to the dead.
Grace is resurrection.

Grace is invasion.

Grace 1s God entering enemy territory and claiming
what belongs to Him.

And because it 1s God who acts, God’s call cannot
fail.

2. The Two Calls: External Sound and Internal
Power

Many reject the idea that God’s call cannot fail
because they confuse two different things Scripture
speaks about.
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There is:

1. The outward call — the preaching of the
gospel, announcement of Christ crucified.

2. The inward call — the Spirit’s work that
makes the gospel effective, opening the heart,
granting faith, raising the dead.

The outward call can be resisted.

In fact, it is resisted constantly.

Christ was preached and people laughed.

Christ was present and people hated Him.

Christ performed miracles and people still demanded
His death.

The outward call alone does not save.

But the inward call 1s different.

It 1s not mere information.

It 1s power.

This is why Paul can say:

“Those whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified...” (Romans
8:30)

Notice the chain.

This is not a call that fails.

This 1s a call that results in justification.

The call in Romans 8:30 is not a mere invitation.

It 1s the divine summons that produces faith.

3. God Does Not Ask the Dead to Cooperate. He
Makes Them Alive.

The doctrine of autonomous will assumes that God
presents salvation and waits for the sinner’s response.
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But Scripture presents salvation as something more
radical.

The sinner is not sick.

The sinner is dead.

And God does not stand at the edge of a grave
pleading for cooperation.

God speaks life into death.

“But God... made us alive together with Christ...”
(Ephesians 2:4-5)

The order matters.

Grace comes first.

Then faith.

Then repentance.

Then love.

The sinner does not produce life.

The sinner receives life.

And the receiving is itself caused by God. (For it is
God who worketh in you, both to will and to do of His

good pleasure.)

That is why grace cannot fail.

Because grace does not depend on the dead man’s
ability.

Grace depends on God’s power.

4. The Pattern of Creation: God Speaks, and It
Happens

If we want to understand grace properly, we must
look back to creation.

Creation was not cooperative.

Creation was not negotiated.

Creation was not the universe “choosing” to exist.
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Creation was a command.

“And God said, ‘Let there be light,” and there was
light.” (Genesis 1:3)

Light did not deliberate.

Light did not resist.

Light did not contribute.

Light obeyed because God’s word is sovereign.

This is the same pattern in salvation.

The sinner is darkness.

Christ 1s light.

And when God speaks, the darkness does not remain
neutral.

It is overcome.

Paul explicitly connects salvation to creation:

“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’
has shone in our hearts...” (2 Corinthians 4:6)

This is not persuasion.

This is creation.

This is conquest.

5. The Pattern of Resurrection: Lazarus Did Not
“Accept” Life

Jesus did not go to Lazarus’ tomb and say:

“Lazarus, I have made resurrection possible. If you
will now cooperate, you may come out.”

He commanded:

“Lazarus, come out.” (John 11:43)

And Lazarus came.

Why?

Because Christ’s word carries life.

Because the call of God is not an offer.
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It is a summons.

This is exactly what the gospel is when God applies
it savingly.

The preaching is heard by many.

But when God calls inwardly, the dead man rises.

6. The Heart of Stone Cannot Be Persuaded

The autonomous model assumes that the human heart
can be persuaded into surrender if presented with
enough truth, beauty, fear, or incentive.

But God does not describe the heart as merely
stubborn.

He describes it as stone.

“And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit [
will put within you. And I will remove the heart of
stone... and give you a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel
36:26)

Stone does not soften itself.

Stone does not cooperate with the sculptor.

Stone must be removed.

This is not a slight adjustment.

This 1s replacement.

This is regeneration.

This is conquest.

And God continues:

“And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you
to walk in my statutes...” (Ezekiel 36:27)

Cause.

Not invite.

Not assist.

Cause.
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The sinner’s obedience is not the ground of salvation.
It is the fruit of God’s work.

7. “Irresistible” Does Not Mean Unwanted

Many hear the idea of conquering grace and assume
it means God drags unwilling sinners into heaven.
That is a misunderstanding.

Grace does not force the sinner against his will.
Grace changes the will.

Grace does not violate desire.

Grace recreates desire.

It does not make a man love Christ while still hating
Him.

It makes a man love Christ by giving him a new heart.
This is why grace is both sovereign and personal.

It is conquest, but not cruelty.

It 1s 1nvasion, but not violence.

It 1s a king liberating captives who hated Him—by
transforming them into sons and daughters.

8. The Will Is Not Broken by Grace. It Is Freed.
The autonomous model fears that sovereign grace
destroys human responsibility.

But Scripture presents the opposite.

Grace does not destroy the will.

It restores it.

The will was never meant to be autonomous.

The will was meant to be aligned with God.

Sin does not make the will free.

Sin makes the will enslaved.

Grace does not enslave.
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Grace liberates.

“Thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of
sin have become obedient from the heart...”
(Romans 6:17)

Notice the language.

Obedient from the heart.

Not coerced.

Not manipulated.

Not pressured.

The heart itself has been changed.

9. Why God’s Call Cannot Fail: Because It
Creates What It Commands

Human commands require human ability.

God’s commands create ability.

When God says, “Repent,” He is not merely
demanding what the sinner can do.

He is revealing what the sinner must do—and what
God Himself must grant.

This 1s why Scripture speaks of repentance as a gift:
“God may perhaps grant them repentance...” (2
Timothy 2:25)

And faith as a gift:

“To you it has been granted... to believe...”
(Philippians 1:29)

The call of God includes the power of God.

That is why it cannot fail.

10. The New Birth Comes Before the Choice
This is where the autonomous system collapses
completely.
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It assumes:

choice — new birth

But Scripture teaches:

new birth — choice

Jesus said:

“Unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom
of God.” (John 3:3)

And later:

“The wind blows where it wishes... so it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8)

The Spirit’s work is sovereign.

It is not controlled by man.

And without it, man cannot even see the kingdom.
Meaning: he cannot perceive it as desirable.
Meaning: he cannot choose it.

So the sinner’s “choice” is not the cause of
regeneration.

Regeneration is the cause of the sinner’s choice.

11. The Father Gives, the Son Saves, the Spirit
Applies

Salvation is not a cooperative effort between God and
man.

It is the unified work of the Triune God.

Jesus said:

“All that the Father gives me will come to me...”
(John 6:37)

Not might.

Will.

And:
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“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent
me draws him.” (John 6:44)

Again: cannot.

Not “will not.”

Cannot.

Then Jesus adds:

“And I will raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:44)
The one drawn is the one raised.

No failure.

No loss.

No dropout.

This is conquest.

12. Why the Autonomous Gospel Makes God
Weak
The moment salvation is made dependent on man’s
final decision, God is reduced.
He becomes:

« a hopeful inviter

« apleading suitor

 a frustrated savior

« adependent redeemer
But Scripture does not present God as waiting
helplessly at the mercy of man.
Scripture presents God as enthroned.
“Our God is in the heavens, he does all that he
pleases.” (Psalm 115:3)
Not “all that man permits.”
All that He pleases.
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If salvation is the greatest work of God’s mercy, then
it cannot be the one work where God’s will is
consistently defeated.

13. Grace Is Not Offered to the Elect. It Is Applied
to the Elect.

Many misunderstand election as if God merely
“chooses” in theory, but then waits to see who will
cooperate.

But election is not God predicting.

Election is God appointing.

Election is not God observing.

Election is God acting.

If God chose a people before the foundation of the
world, then salvation is not a gamble.

It is a decree.

And what God decrees, God accomplishes.

This 1s why Paul says:

“He chose us in him before the foundation of the
world...” (Ephesians 1:4)

And:

“...having predestined us ... according to the purpose
of him who works all things according to the counsel
of his will.” (Ephesians 1:5,11)

All things.

Not most things.

Not all things except the human will.

All things.

14. The Conquest of Grace Produces Humility,
Not Fatalism

58



Some fear that sovereign grace produces passivity.
But Scripture shows the opposite.

The doctrine that God saves alone does not create
laziness.

It creates worship.

It creates gratitude.

It creates humility.

Because the saved man cannot look at himself and
say, “I made the difference.”

He must say:

“By the grace of God I am what I am...” (1
Corinthians 15:10)

Sovereign grace kills boasting.

That is why man resists it.

Because man loves boasting.

Even religious boasting.

15. Evangelism Under Sovereign Grace: Preach,
Because God Raises the Dead

If grace is conquest, why preach?

Because conquest is accomplished through means.
God does not save apart from the gospel.

He saves through it.

The gospel is not merely information.

It is the instrument of resurrection.

“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the
word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17)

The preacher speaks.

The Spirit moves.

The dead lives.
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This 1s why the doctrine of sovereign grace produces
bold evangelism, not weak evangelism.

If salvation depends on man’s will, evangelism
becomes manipulation.

If salvation depends on God’s power, evangelism
becomes proclamation.

16. Conclusion: Grace Does Not Try. Grace
Triumphs.

The call of God cannot fail because it is not a
suggestion.

It is not merely a request.

It is not an offer awaiting acceptance.

It 1s the voice of the King.

And when the King calls, His enemies become His
people.

His rebels become His sons.

His dead become alive.

This 1s the conquest of grace.

And it leaves no room for autonomy.

Because salvation is not the story of man choosing
God.

Salvation is the story of God choosing, calling, and
saving man—completely.

Grace does not ask permission.

Grace does not bargain.

Grace does not wait.

Grace triumphs.
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Chapter Six
the End
of the Transactional Gospel

A gospel that sounds like grace,

but functions like a deal.

This 1s why the transactional gospel survives in
churches that preach the cross.

This is why it survives in sermons that speak of
mercy.

This 1s why it survives in people who can quote
Ephesians 2:8 and still live as if salvation depends
on their performance.

Because the transactional gospel is not always loud.
It is subtle.

It is not always heresy with a pitchfork.

It is often heresy with a worship playlist.

It is autonomy dressed in church clothes.

It 1s rebellion hiding behind reverence.

And it is the last refuge of sovereignty.

Because the flesh will accept almost anything—
as long as it can keep the throne.

1. The Human Heart Does Not Want Grace. It
Wants Control.

This must be said plainly.

The natural man does not want a Savior.

He wants a solution.

He does not want a King.
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He wants a partner.

He does not want mercy.

He wants terms.

He does not want to be conquered.

He wants to cooperate.

Because cooperation preserves dignity.
Cooperation preserves pride.

Cooperation preserves the illusion that man is not
dead, not helpless, not enslaved.

Cooperation preserves the fantasy that the sinner is
not a captive needing rescue, but a customer needing
persuasion.

And this is why transactional religion feels so
reasonable.

It makes God feel safe.

It makes salvation feel manageable.

It makes eternity feel like something you can secure
with enough sincerity, enough effort, enough
obedience, enough repentance.

It does not dethrone the sinner.

It merely recruits him.

But the gospel does not recruit rebels.

The gospel kills rebellion and raises sons.

2. Transactional Gospel Is the Attempt to Keep
the Throne

The transactional gospel is not simply bad theology.
It 1s a moral posture.

It is the posture of a heart that refuses to be owned.
It is the sinner saying:
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“I will come to Christ...

but I will come as a negotiator.”

“I will accept salvation...

but I will accept it on conditions.”

“I will repent...

but I will repent in a way that preserves my
sovereignty.”

“I will surrender...

but I will surrender as the one who decides the
moment.”

This 1s why the transactional gospel is not merely a
mistake.

It is a strategy.

It 1s the strategy of the fallen heart to keep the final
word.

And the moment the final word belongs to man,
God is no longer God in salvation.

He becomes a responder.

A reactor.

A bystander to human decision.

A spectator to the will.

And that is not the God of Scripture.

3. The Transactional Gospel Turns Salvation
Into a Deal
A transaction always has the same structure:
o There are terms.
o There is an exchange.
o There is a condition.
o There is a payout.
The language may be religious.
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But the structure is commercial.

And this is deadly.

Because grace is not commercial.

Grace 1s not wages.

Grace 1s not a reward for correct spiritual behavior.
Grace 1s not a payment for a decision.

Grace is not the response to human contribution.
Grace 1s the sovereign action of God toward the
undeserving.

Grace is God acting while man is still dead.
Grace 1s God moving while man is still hostile.
Grace is God loving while man is still resisting.
This is why Paul says:

“But God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

(Romans 5:8)

Not after we chose.

Not after we agreed.

While we were still sinners.

That is the death of transactional gospel.
Because transaction requires worth.

Grace requires nothing but need.

4. Transactional Gospel Makes Repentance a
Currency

The flesh loves currency.

It loves something it can hold up to God.

It loves something it can offer.

It loves something it can point to and say:

“This is why I am saved.”
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And in transactional Christianity, that currency
becomes repentance.
Repentance becomes the coin.
Repentance becomes the payment.
Surrender becomes the price.
But the gospel says:
“You believed because you were saved.”
This is not a minor shift.
It 1s the difference between:

« salvation as God’s act

and

« salvation as man’s response.
This i1s why the transactional gospel always
produces boasting, even if it is quiet.
Because man always finds a way to say:
“I made the difference.”
Even if he whispers it.
Even if he hides it under humility.
Even if he says:
“Not me... God did it... but I did choose.”
And the moment that “but” enters, the throne 1s
stolen.

5. Transactional Gospel Produces Anxiety, Not
Assurance

This 1s one of the clearest fruits.

And fruit reveals root.

If your salvation is structured as a transaction, then
your assurance must also be structured as a
transaction.

Meaning:
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You will always ask whether you have fulfilled your
side.
And because the heart is deceitful, and the flesh is
unstable, and emotions rise and fall, and obedience
fluctuates—
You will never have rest.
You will never have peace.
You will never have settled assurance.
You will have cycles:
« confidence when you feel strong
o fear when you feel weak
« joy when you feel obedient
« despair when you fail
This is why transactional Christianity produces
obsessive introspection.
The believer becomes a spiritual accountant.
Always checking the books.
Always checking the balance.
Always asking:
“Did I really mean it?”
“Did I really surrender?”
“Did I really choose?”
“Was my repentance sincere enough?”’
“Is my faith strong enough?”
This 1s not the fruit of the gospel.
This 1s the fruit of bondage.
Because transaction is bondage.
Transaction is slavery.
And the gospel is freedom.

.6. The Transactional Gospel Corrupts Prayer
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When salvation is a transaction, prayer becomes
negotiation.

Prayer becomes leverage.

Prayer becomes a way to influence outcomes.
Prayer becomes the tool of a man who still believes
he can control God.

So prayer turns into:

“God, I’ll do better if You bless me.”

“God, I’ll obey if You heal me.”

“God, I’ll surrender if You give me peace.”

“God, I’ll repent if You remove the consequences.”
This is not prayer.

This 1s bargaining.

It 1s the language of a heart that still believes God is
a merchant.

But the God of Scripture is not a merchant.

He is a King.

He is not influenced by bribes.

He is not persuaded by offers.

He is not manipulated by religious performance.
“Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he
pleases.”

(Psalm 115:3)

Transaction tries to deny this.

7. The Transactional Gospel Corrupts Worship
Worship becomes payment.

Worship becomes a way to stay in God’s favor.
Worship becomes insurance.

The sinner does not sing because Christ is worthy.
He sings because he wants God to respond.
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He does not worship because grace has conquered
him.

He worships because he hopes worship will secure
blessings.

This 1s why transactional worship is so fragile.

It collapses in suffering.

Because when suffering comes, the transaction feels
broken.

The person says:

“I did my part. Why didn’t God do His?”

This reveals the truth:

The person was never worshiping God.

They were worshiping the transaction.

8. The Transactional Gospel Corrupts Obedience
Transactional obedience is not obedience.
It 1s spiritual self-protection.
It is the attempt to earn safety.
It 1s the attempt to purchase peace.
It is the attempt to secure God’s favor by
performance.
This 1s why transactional obedience always becomes
either:

o pride (“I'm doing it”)

or

o despair (“I can’t do i1t”)
Because it is not rooted in love.
It is rooted in fear.
But Scripture says:
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“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear.”

(1 John 4:18)

Transaction cannot cast out fear.

Transaction depends on fear.

Because fear keeps you working.

Fear keeps you performing.

Fear keeps you bargaining.

9. Transactional Gospel Makes God a
Responder, Not a Savior

This is one of the most offensive truths in the
chapter.

The transactional gospel makes God reactive.
He waits.

He hopes.

He responds.

He offers.

He knocks.

He pleads.

He tries.

But Scripture does not present God as trying.
Scripture presents God as saving.

“He shall save his people from their sins.’
(Matthew 1:21)

Not: He will make salvation possible.
Not: He will offer salvation.

Not: He will wait to see who accepts.

He shall save.

This 1s the language of conquest.

This is the language of accomplishment.

b
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This 1s the language of sovereignty.

And it destroys the transactional gospel at the root.
Because transaction requires uncertainty.
Transaction requires dependence on man.

But sovereign grace is not uncertain.

Sovereign grace is decree.

Sovereign grace is power.

Sovereign grace is triumph.

10. The Gospel Is Not Man Reaching Up

The gospel is not the story of man climbing toward
God.

Not with morality.

Not with discipline.

Not with repentance.

Not with tears.

Not with “openness.”

Not with “being willing.”

Because the Bible does not describe the sinner as a
climber.

The Bible describes him as dead.

“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins...”
(Ephesians 2:1)

Dead men do not climb.

Dead men do not reach.

Dead men do not cooperate.

Dead men do not contribute.

Dead men do not accept.

Dead men are raised.

This 1s why salvation is not man reaching up.

It is God coming down.
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11. It Is God Coming Down

The gospel is God coming down.

It is the Creator entering His creation.

It is the Holy One entering defiled territory.

It 1s the King entering enemy land.

It is not man ascending.

It is God descending.

This is why the incarnation is not a sentimental
story.

It is an invasion.

The Son of God did not come to offer advice.
He came to save.

He did not come to make salvation possible.
He came to accomplish salvation.

He did not come to assist man.

He came to replace man.

He came as the second Adam.

He came to do what man could not do.

He came to obey where man rebelled.

He came to suffer separation to reconcile man
He came to die the death man earned.

He came to rise with the life man could not produce.
This 1s God coming down.

And transaction dies here.

Because transaction assumes man has something to
bring.

But the gospel declares:

Man brings nothing but sin.

God brings everything.
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12. Not Negotiation, But Conquest
Transaction is negotiation.

Grace is conquest.

Negotiation says:

“Let’s meet halfway.”

Conquest says:

“I will overthrow your rebellion.”
Negotiation says:

“I will cooperate with God.”
Conquest says:

“God will conquer me.”

Negotiation says:

“God offers; I accept.”

Conquest says:

“God calls; I rise.”

This 1s why the gospel is offensive.
Because it humiliates the flesh.

It does not flatter man.

It does not preserve dignity.

It destroys the throne.

And this is why many resist sovereign grace.
Because sovereign grace does not merely save.
It dethrones.

It exposes.

It kills pride.

It leaves no room for boasting.

13. Not Wages, But Gift
Wages are earned.

Gift is given.

Wages are deserved.
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Gift is undeserved.

Wages are owed.

Gift is free.

This is why Paul says:

“Now to the one who works, his wages are not
counted as a gift but as his due.”

(Romans 4:4)

Transaction makes salvation due.

Transaction makes salvation a debt God owes.
But Scripture says salvation is mercy.

And mercy is not owed.

Mercy is not deserved.

Mercy is not triggered.

Mercy is God’s sovereign kindness to the guilty.
“So then it depends not on human will or exertion,
but on God, who has mercy.”

(Romans 9:16)

Not will.

Not exertion.

Not transaction.

Mercy.

Gift.

Grace.

14. Not Anxiety, But Assurance

Transaction produces anxiety because it produces
uncertainty.

But sovereign grace produces assurance because it
produces security.

If salvation begins with God, then salvation is held
by God.
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If salvation 1s accomplished by Christ, then
salvation cannot be undone by the sinner’s
weakness.

If salvation is applied by the Spirit, then salvation
does not depend on human strength.

This 1s why the gospel gives rest.

Not because the believer becomes strong.

But because Christ is strong.

Not because the believer becomes faithful.

But because He remains faithful weather we are
faithful or not..

Not because the believer holds God tightly.

But because God holds the believer eternally.
This 1s why Jesus says:

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my
hand.”

(John 10:27-28)

Never perish.

No one snatch.

That is assurance.

Transaction cannot speak this way.

Transaction always says:

“Unless you...”

But the gospel says:

“He gives.”

Two Gospels, Two Starting Points, Two Fruits
And now the book reaches its fork.
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Because once the transactional gospel is exposed,
there is no middle ground.
There 1s no hybrid.
There is no safe compromise.
There 1s no “God does most and man does the final
part.”
There is only:

« rebellion first

or

o God first
There is only:

« transaction

or

o grace

There is only:

o anxiety
or

o assurance
There is only:

« man choosing life

or

o God giving life
Because after you end the transactional gospel, you
must name the reality:
There are two gospels.
And only one saves.

.Closing Paragraph

Transactional gospel is the last refuge of
sovereignty.
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It is the sinner’s final attempt to keep control while
pretending to surrender.

It is the heart saying:

“I will let God save me... as long as I get the final
word.”

But sovereign grace ends this.

It does not negotiate.

It conquers.

It does not respond to man reaching up.

It is God coming down.

It is not wages, but gift.

It is not anxiety, but assurance.

And once that is seen, the question becomes
unavoidable:

Which gospel are you trusting?

Because there are two.
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Chapter Seven
Two Gospels

There Is No Middle Ground

There are two gospels.

Not two emphases.

Not two harmless perspectives.

Two messages—and they are rivals.

One proclaims that God saves the dead.

The other insists that man makes salvation decisive.
The false one rarely sounds false.

It borrows the language of grace, the name of Christ, the
vocabulary of faith.

But beneath the language is a different foundation.
And foundations determine worship.

'1. What Makes the Difference?

The question is simple:

What is decisive?

Two messages may speak of grace and faith and yet oppose
each other at the root—because one begins with man and
ends with man, while the other begins with God and ends
with God.

2. The Gospel That Begins With Man
This message treats the sinner as the initiating center.

God offers.

God invites.

God waits.

Man decides.

God becomes responder.

Man becomes determiner.

77



And the sinner remains what he has always desired to be:
ultimate.

This is why it appeals to the flesh. It promises rescue without
dethronement. It allows Christ to be welcomed without
sovereignty being surrendered.

But the gospel does not preserve self-rule.

It destroys it.

3. The Gospel That Begins With God

Scripture begins salvation where reality begins: with God.
Not human movement upward, but divine mercy downward.
Not cooperation, but intervention.

“But God...” (Ephesians 2:4)

God acts first—freely and effectively.

He does not negotiate with rebellion; He overcomes it.
He makes alive.

He opens eyes.

He replaces hearts.

He grants repentance.

He gives faith.

And the sinner comes—because mercy came first.

4. When Man Becomes Decisive

A man-centered gospel may speak constantly of God and still
revolve around man.

God provides; man completes.

God makes possible; man makes actual.

This quietly transfers glory.

“So that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:9)

The true gospel eliminates boasting at the root.

Any message that preserves it has altered grace.

5 Response in Its Right Place
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The gospel of sovereign grace does not deny that people
believe and repent.

It denies that belief and repentance originate salvation.
They are not cause but evidence.

Not engine but effect.

Yes, the sinner believes—Dbecause he was made alive.
Yes, he repents—because repentance was granted.

Yes, he loves—because he was first loved.

Faith is not the spark of life.

It is the breath of the resurrected.

6. The Soul Under a Will-Based
Gospel

If salvation depends on your decision, then assurance
depends on your decision.

And your decision cannot carry eternity.

So the soul turns inward:

Was I sincere enough?

Did I surrender fully?

Is my repentance deep enough?

This is not maturity.

It is instability built into the system.

When the will is the foundation, peace rises and falls with
mood, strength, and performance.

An unstable base cannot produce rest.

7. Anxiety Is Self-Reliance in Disguise
Fear is often mistaken for humility.

But fear can be pride—the fear that you must secure what
only God can secure.

The gospel does not assign you the management of your
eternity.

It calls you to trust the One who secured it.
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Transaction makes you guardian.
Grace makes you child.
And children rest because they are held.

'8. When Salvation Rests on God

Assurance is not arrogance.

It is coherence.

“I write these things... that you may know that you have
eternal life.” (1 John 5:13)

Know—Dbecause salvation rests on the character of God, not
the constancy of man.

“He who began a good work... will bring it to completion.”
(Philippians 1:6)

Your grip fluctuates.

His does not.

9. The Inability of the Dead

“Choose life”” sounds responsible.

But responsibility is not ability.

Dead men do not initiate resurrection.

Blind eyes do not generate sight.

“No one can come... unless the Father draws him.” (John
6:44)

The problem is not lack of invitation.

It is inability rooted in love of darkness.

A gospel that makes choice decisive either manipulates the
listener or burdens him—because death cannot obey the
command to live.

10. Life Comes First
“But God... made us alive.” (Ephesians 2:4-5)
Life precedes faith.

Mercy precedes response.
This order assigns glory rightly.
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“If it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works.”
(Romans 11:6)
Grace cannot share credit.

'11. The Cross: Potential or

Accomplishment?

If salvation hinges on man, the cross becomes possibility
awaiting activation.

But Christ said, “It is finished.” (John 19:30)
Finished—mnot offered, not suspended.

He did not die to create opportunity.

He died to save.

12. Purchase, Not Proposal

“You were bought with a price.” (1 Corinthians 6:20)
Bought.

The Father purposed.

The Son accomplished.

The Spirit applies.

This is not cooperation.

It is rescue.

13. What Man-Centered Religion

Produces

Rebellion does not mind religion.

It minds losing control.

So a gospel that leaves autonomy intact can produce
devotion without surrender, worship without submission.
It leaves sovereignty untouched.

14. When God Acts
Only God raises the dead.
Only God frees slaves.
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Salvation is God’s act from beginning to end.

Human obedience is real—but it follows resurrection.

And when resurrection precedes response, freedom follows:
Freedom from bargaining.

Freedom from self-measurement.

Freedom from fear.

15. No Middle Path

Grace and self-determination cannot share the throne.
The moment man becomes decisive, grace ceases to be
grace.

There is no hybrid gospel.

16. The Souls These Messages Shape

A will-centered gospel tends to produce:
* restless believers

* performance-driven obedience

* constant introspection

» pride and despair in rotation

Sovereign grace tends to produce:

* worship

* steadiness

* joyful obedience

* humility without terror

The message you trust becomes the climate of your soul.

17. The Question Beneath All
Questions

Assurance or Anxiety?

The fruit of the gospel you believe will appear in your rest.
If salvation rests on the will, assurance will fluctuate with the
will.
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If salvation rests on God, assurance rests on God.
This is not temperament.

It is structure.

The will is unstable.

God is not.

Assurance is not confidence in your strength.

It is confidence in His constancy.

And where God is foundation, the soul rests.

Conclusion
Not My Choice, But His

The war has always been about sovereignty.
Eden was about a throne.

A will-based gospel repeats the ancient temptation: to remain
sovereign and still be secure.

But the gospel does not restore autonomy.
It restores life.

Man does not climb back into Eden.

God enters the grave.

Faith is not the initiative of the dead.

It is the gift placed in resurrected hands.
Repentance is not moral reset.

It is surrender.

The saved do choose—but only because they were made
alive.

Not my sovereignty.

His.

Not my initiation.

His mercy.

Not my keeping.

His.

And because it is His, the soul rests.
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Which message are you resting in?

The one where God waits—

or the one where God gives life?

The one that keeps you monitoring yourself—
or the one that anchors you in Him?

One preserves self-rule.

The other ends it.

And the real issue is not theological preference.
It is whether you will bow.
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Chapter Eight
Evangelical Catholicism

Sacramental Logic Without Sacraments

1) The Strange Religion That Evangelicals Built While
Fleeing Rome

There is a kind of irony so thick it can only be called tragic.
Evangelicals fled the sacramental system.

They rejected priests.

They rejected confession booths.

They rejected penance.

They rejected absolution mediated through men.

They rejected grace as something dispensed through ritual.
They said:

“No. Grace is free.”

“No. Christ is enough.”

“No. Salvation is by faith alone.”

But by now evangelical churches have built a new
sacramental system anyway.

Not with incense.

Not with liturgy.

Not with priests.

But with a quieter machinery.

A machinery of self-examination.

A machinery of repeated repentance.

A machinery of internal emotional proof.

A machinery of performance.

A machinery of probation.

A machinery of anxiety.

It is Catholicism without cathedrals.

Sacramentalism without sacraments.

A priestless priesthood where the sinner becomes his own
confessor and his own judge.
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And the verdict is never certain.

2) “I Know I Need to Really Mean It This Time”

The chapter opens with a sentence that exposes everything:
“I know I need to really mean it this time...”

This is the voice of a man who does not know whether grace
is real.

This is the voice of a man who does not know whether
forgiveness has been granted.

This is the voice of a man who believes the gospel is true in
theory, but is unsure it is true for him.

So he assumes the problem is not Christ.

He assumes the problem is him.

Not his sin.

But his sincerity.

Not his guilt.

But his depth of sorrow.

Not his rebellion.

But his performance of repentance.

And so the man stands in the church like a worker who fears
he has not met the quota.

He does not approach God like a son.

He approaches like an employee.

Like a probationary hire.

Like a man awaiting review.

3) “But I Keep Wondering If 'm Repented Enough”

Then comes the second line:

“I keep wondering if I’'m repented enough.”

This is the fruit of transactional gospel.

Because transactional gospel always turns repentance into a
payment.

Repentance becomes a spiritual currency.

Repentance becomes the key.

Repentance becomes the condition that unlocks grace.
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And because repentance is now a condition, it becomes
measurable.

How much sorrow?

How much hatred of sin?

How much brokenness?

How many tears?

How many days of victory?

How many weeks of progress?

How consistent must change be before grace can be trusted?
And so the believer becomes an inspector of his own heart.
But the heart is deceitful.

And the inspection never ends.

Because the inspector is corrupt.

And the standard is unclear.

And the soul is exhausted.

This is not sanctification.

This is slavery.

This is a man in bondage.

4) The Folding Chairs and the Nodding Heads

The chapter paints the scene with painful accuracy.

A circle of folding chairs.

A testimony repeated for the third time.

Heads nodding in shared fatigue.

And the fatigue is not from fighting sin.

The fatigue is from chasing assurance.

The fatigue is from trying to reach peace by introspection.
The fatigue is from treating repentance as the lever that
moves God.

The fatigue is from living in a church culture where grace is
spoken about but not possessed.

Where mercy is preached but not rested in.

Where forgiveness is promised but not pronounced.

So believers live in a limbo.

Not because Christ is unclear.

But because the order is wrong.
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5) The Penitent’s Cycle: Sin — Regret — Confession —
Hope — Doubt

The chapter describes a cycle:

Sin.

Regret.

Confession.

A fleeting sense of hope.

Then doubt.

Then the cycle begins again.

This is not rare.

This is normal in many evangelical spaces.
And what makes it tragic is that the cycle looks spiritual.
It looks humble.

It looks serious.

It looks like “taking holiness seriously.”
But the chapter says:

This cycle is not holiness.

It is transactional religion.

Because the cycle is not driven by love.

It is driven by fear.

And fear is not the fruit of grace.

Fear is the fruit of probation.

6) Repentance Becomes the Means to Access Grace
Here the chapter makes one of its central exposures:
In these churches, repentance is treated as the means of
accessing grace.

Not Christ.

Not the cross.

Not the finished work.

Repentance.

Meaning:

Grace is not the foundation of repentance.
Repentance is the foundation of grace.

A man is taught to: “repent to be forgiven”
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This is the issue the book has been fighting. This is the heart,
the reason and the message of this book.

Because if repentance comes first, grace becomes a response.
And if grace becomes a response, salvation becomes a
transaction.

And if salvation becomes a transaction, the soul cannot rest.

7) Worship Becomes Hollow Steps

The chapter then describes what happens to worship when
the gospel is inverted.

The worship band sings about mercy.

But the words feel fragile.

Not like a declaration.

Like a wish.

Like a hope.

Like a maybe.

The congregation stands still.

Not because they are reverent.

But because they are calculating.

They are doing internal accounting.

They are measuring whether they deserve to sing.
They are afraid to presume.

They are afraid that assurance would be arrogance.
So they hold back.

And worship becomes cautious.

Not because God is terrifying.

But because grace is uncertain.

8) Communion Is Replaced by Private Self-Examination
This is one of the chapter’s most devastating lines:
Communion is replaced by the private ritual of self-
examination.

Meaning:

The church still does “communion,” but the heart is not
feasting.
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The heart is auditing.

The heart is not receiving.

The heart is evaluating.

The heart is not looking outward to Christ.

The heart is looking inward for proof.

And that inward gaze is not the mark of spiritual maturity.
It is the mark of a gospel that made man the hinge.
Because the gospel is supposed to pull the eyes off the self
and onto Christ.

But this system keeps the eyes on the self forever.

9) Assurance Becomes Probation

The chapter names it perfectly:

This is assurance as probation.

That is the entire disease.

Assurance is not treated as the birthright of the justified.
It is treated as the prize of the successful.

It is treated as the reward for the disciplined.

It is treated as something granted only after sufficient
evidence.

So the believer lives like he is “in” as long as he keeps
proving himself.

This is not the gospel.

This is the law wearing gospel language.

10) Even Encouragement Is Laced With Warnings
The chapter shows how deep this goes.
Even encouragement becomes conditional.
Even comfort is mixed with threat.

Even hope is rationed.

The small group leader says:

“God loves you.”

But then adds:

“Make sure you’ve really repented.”
“Make sure grace is real for you.”

“Make sure you mean it.”

90



So the believer receives love as a possibility, not a fact.
And possibility cannot heal.

Only certainty heals.

Only promise heals.

Only a spoken verdict heals.

11) Functional Sacramentalism: Repentance as an Unofficial
Sacrament

Now the chapter reveals its title:

Evangelical Catholicism.

It argues evangelicals have recreated sacramental logic.
Repentance becomes an unofficial sacrament.

Not the fruit of grace.

The mechanism of grace.

An act repeated in hopes of transfer.

A ritual performed to receive a verdict.

A labor done to gain favor.

And the tragedy is that it is priestless.

In traditional sacramental churches, the priest says:

“You are forgiven.”, the fact that he doesn’t have the power
to forgive is there, but as far as the congregant is concerned,
he has heard the verdict.

And for him the word has authority. His not save, a man
cannot forgive, -this is not the issue at hand; the issue is that:
In evangelical sacramentalism, there is no voice.

No absolution.

No pronouncement.

No verdict.

Only silence.

So believers wait for an internal feeling.

A sensation.

A rush.

A peace.

A joy.

A “release.”

And if it doesn’t come, they assume grace is still pending.
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So the ritual repeats.

12) An Endless Ritual Without a Promise

This is the core horror:

An endless ritual without a promise.

Because ritual without promise is slavery.

Ritual without promise is labor.

Ritual without promise is anxiety.

Ritual without promise is the treadmill of religion.
And this is why communities become exhausted.
Not because they pursue holiness too much.

But because they pursue assurance the wrong way.
They pursue it through self-measurement.

And self-measurement never ends.

13) Communities Run on the Fumes of Exhausted Striving
The chapter then zooms out.

It stops talking about one man and starts talking about
churches.

Churches that started with gospel language now run on
fumes.

Conversation circles focus on accountability, but the tone is
anxious.

Testimonies always end mid-struggle.

There is little celebration.

Worship is dutiful.

Prayer is heavy.

Belonging is tentative.

The unspoken message is:

“You are in as long as you keep trying.”

Not:

“You are in because Christ has saved you.”

This is not family.

This is probation.

And probation is not grace.
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14) Leadership Fears Assurance

This is one of the most subtle and revealing observations:
Leadership frowns on too much assurance, wary that
someone might presume upon grace.

This is the logic of law.

Because law can only motivate by fear.

So when assurance enters, law feels threatened.

Because if the people rest, how will they be controlled?

If the people are certain of love, how will they be managed?
If the people know they are forgiven, what will keep them
from sin?

This reveals a terrifying truth:

Many churches do not trust grace.

They trust fear.

And fear is a terrible shepherd.

15) The Strange Reality: Evangelicals Rebuilt the Old Order
Now the chapter lands the punch:

Evangelicals, nervous about traditional religion, created the
same spiritual life.

Rules.

Rituals.

Anxious striving.

Acceptance through performance.

The difference is only aesthetic.

The mechanics are the same.

And the fruit is visible:

insecurity

chronic anxiety

obligation without joy

exhaustion without healing

holiness without peace

This is evangelical Catholicism.

Not Rome’s system.

But Rome’s logic.
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The Corrective: Grace Reorders Everything
16) The Order Is Wrong

Now the chapter asks its saving question:
What if the order is wrong?

This is the key.

Because the book has been arguing order since Chapter 1.
Who comes first?

Man’s will?

Or God’s grace?

Repentance first?

Or mercy first?

Sorrow first?

Or embrace first?

And the chapter answers:

Grace comes first.

17) Grace Does Not Wait for Perfect Sorrow

This is the death of probation.

Grace does not wait for the sinner to be “sorry enough.”
Grace does not wait for repentance.

Grace does not wait for emotional proof.

Grace rushes ahead.

Grace runs.

Grace embraces.

Grace meets the sinner while he still stinks of the far country.
The chapter uses the prodigal image:

The Father runs before the confession is finished.

The embrace precedes the explanation.

The kiss comes before the reform.

This is the gospel.

And this is why transactional repentance cannot heal.
Because it makes the embrace conditional.

But the gospel makes the embrace the cause of repentance.

1 8) Rest Is Not the Reward for Striving -Rest is the reward
of grace.
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This is one of the most important lines in the whole chapter.
Because evangelical Catholicism says:
“Obey, then rest.”

But grace says:

“Rest, then obey.”

The false order says:

“Earn peace through repentance.”

The true order says:

“Receive peace, and repentance will flower.”
Threats do not melt hearts.

Love does.

Fear produces temporary behavior.

Grace produces transformation.

Because only grace kills the rebel’s throne.

19) Absolution Must Be Declared, Not Inferred
This chapter is quietly calling for something radical:
Not a return to priests.

But a return to promise.

A return to declaration.

A return to the gospel spoken as verdict.

Not as possibility.

Not as hope.

Not as “if you really meant it.”

But as proclamation:

“In Christ, you are forgiven.”

“Your sins are nailed to the cross.”

“There is therefore now no condemnation.”
This is what breaks the cycle.

Because silence breeds anxiety.

But the Word of God creates assurance.

Final Thoughts

20) Christ Must Be the Axis Again

The chapter ends by calling believers out of the orbit of
performance.

95



It says:

Let Christ become again the axis.

Not displaced by technique.

Not reduced to doctrine recited but not trusted.
Not overshadowed by constant self-examination.
Not eclipsed by systems.

Christ first.

Grace first.

Promise first.

21) Scripture Is Witness, Not Rival

The chapter makes a careful clarification:

This is not casting aside Scripture.

It is refusing to treat Scripture as a replacement for Christ.
Because some churches subtly replace communion with
Bible study.

They replace encounter with analysis.

They replace assurance with information.

They replace grace with technique.

And the chapter says:

Scripture must point beyond itself to Christ.

Words are doorways.

Not walls.

22) Stop Laboring as If the Key to the Kingdom Hangs from
Your Neck

This is the pastoral climax.

Stop acting like salvation depends on your ability to repent
correctly.

Stop acting like grace is waiting for you to qualify.

Stop acting like forgiveness is dangling for the disciplined.
Grace meets you muddy.

Grace meets you unfinished.

Grace meets you while you are still stumbling.

Because grace comes first.

And because grace comes first, obedience becomes joyful.
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23) The Church Becomes a Home, Not a Courtroom

The chapter ends with a vision:

A church where shame dissipates.

A church where forgiveness is not occasional medicine but
daily feast.

A church where worship rises from gratitude, not fear.

A church where assurance is not a prize but a birthright.

A church that breathes again.

Not with effort.

But with rest.

Closing Paragraph

Evangelical Catholicism is what happens when the church
rejects priests but keeps penance.

It is sacramental logic without sacraments.

It is repentance turned into currency.

It is grace turned into reward.

It is worship turned into performance.

It is assurance turned into probation.

And it produces the fruit that always reveals the root:
anxiety.

But grace reorders everything.

Grace does not wait for perfect sorrow.

Grace runs to the sinner.

Forgiveness precedes reform.

The embrace comes before confession.

Rest is not the reward for striving.

Rest is the soil of obedience.

And when this gospel is recovered, the church breathes
again.

Not with effort.

But with gratitude.

Not with calculation.

But with joy.

Not with fear.
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But with assurance.
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Chapter Nine
The Bible’s Authority
Lives in Its Witness

This is a crucial clarification.

Scripture is authoritative.

Scripture is holy.

Scripture is inspired.

Scripture is God-breathed.

But its authority is not independent.

Its authority is not detached.

Its authority is not autonomous.

Scripture’s authority lives in its witness of Christ.

It is authoritative because it bears witness of the Son.
This is why Jesus says:

“They bear witness about me.” (John 5:39)

So the Bible is not diminished by being witness only.
It is exalted.

Because to witness Christ is the highest possible honor.

11. The Text Radiates Meaning Only
Because Christ Stands Behind It

This is where the chapter becomes intense:

The Bible transmits fire only because Christ breathes through
it.

Christ animates every chapter.

Christ stands behind every promise.

Christ is the living fulfillment of every shadowed page.
Outside Christ, even Scripture suffocates.

Because Scripture is not an independent spiritual engine.

It is God’s testimony.
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Remove the Person from the testimony, and you turn
revelation into dead letter.

This is exactly what Paul means when he says:

“The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”

(2 Corinthians 3:6)

This is not anti-Scripture.

This is anti-Biblicalism.

12. When Scripture Is Treated as
Lawgiver Apart from Christ, It

Becomes an Idol

Biblicalism does not merely obscure Christ.
It weaponizes Scripture.
It turns Scripture into:
e aclub
e ameasuring stick
o abadge of superiority
e atool for domination
e asubstitute for love
Obedience becomes rule-keeping detached from communion.
Holiness becomes performance detached from joy.
Truth becomes argument detached from worship.
And what is produced is not Christlikeness.
It is Phariseeism.
It is legalism.
It is cold devotion.
It is a church that is doctrinally correct but spiritually dead.

13. The Idol Is Not Stone — It Is Paper

Idolatry is not always golden calves.

Idolatry is anything that takes God’s place.

So Biblicalism creates an idol not of gold, but of paper.
Not of stone, but of ink.

Not of statues, but of verses.
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And the tragedy is that the idol looks holy.

Because it is the Bible.

So the religious mind assumes it cannot be idolatry.
But the Pharisees prove otherwise.

The Bible can become an idol when it is enthroned above
Christ.

14. The Road to Emmaus: Only Christ

Unlocks Scripture

The chapter brings in Luke 24, and it is essential.

The disciples had the Scriptures.

They had the prophecies.

They had the promises.

But they did not understand.

Then Christ walked with them.

And He opened the Scriptures.

And their hearts burned.

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
himself.” (Luke 24:27)

Then:

“He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.”
(Luke 24:45)

Meaning:

Scripture does not interpret itself.

Christ must open it.

Christ must illuminate it.

Christ must breathe through it.

Without Him, it remains letter.

With Him, it becomes life.

15. The Church Is Not Built on Paper

— It Is Built on the Cornerstone
This is the corrective foundation:
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The church does not stand upon a book apart from Christ.
The church stands upon Christ attested by Scripture.

The foundation is not ink.

The foundation is the Cornerstone.

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone.” (Psalm 118:22; Matthew 21:42)

Remove Christ from the center, and even Scripture becomes a
veil.

Put Christ at the center, and Scripture becomes what it was
always meant to be:

a witness that leads to Christ.

16. When the Written Word Is Prized
Above the Living Presence, the Church

Becomes an Echo Chamber
This is one of the chapter’s strongest images:
A chamber full of echoes.

Sound, but no voice.

Words, but no life.

Doctrine, but no Christ.

Study, but no worship.

Information, but no communion.

A church can become a library of truth and still be a graveyard
of souls.

Because truth detached from Christ is not life.
Truth is a Person.

And the Person must be known.

'17. The Faithful Posture: Honor the
Bible by Letting It Fulfill Its Highest
Work

So what is the faithful posture?
Not less Scripture.
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Not Scripture ignored.

Not Scripture dismissed.

Not “Christ apart from the Bible.”

Is that mysticism?

Is that rebellion?

Is that imagination?

No.

The faithful posture is this:

Honor the Bible most by letting it do what it was given to do.
Bear witness.

Point. To.

Reveal.

Lead.

Bring you to Christ.

Scripture is honored when it is used as doorway.
Scripture is dishonored when it is used as wall.

'18. The Subtle Test: What Claims the
Center of Your Faith?

This chapter forces the reader to examine a question that
cannot be dodged:
What claims the center?
Is it:

e Christ Himself, living, reigning, present

or

o the bound words, treated as the ultimate object of trust
Because many trust Scripture as a replacement for Christ.
They trust the page.
They trust the system.
They trust the doctrinal structure.
But they do not trust the living Word.
So the test becomes simple:
Does Scripture lead you to Christ?
Or does Scripture keep you in control?
Perhaps you have heard: “you interpret the bible by the bible”.
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That is turning the Holy Book into a golden calf.

19. When Christ Is First, Scripture

Becomes Doorway

When Christ stands first:

Scripture becomes alive.

Not because the ink changes.

But because the Spirit breathes.

The words become windows.

The promises become personal.

The gospel becomes sweet.

The commands become liberation.

The warnings become love.

The entire Bible becomes one long unveiling of Christ.
And the soul moves from knowledge about God into
communion with God.

20. When Scripture Is First, Christ

Becomes an Idea

Christ becomes an idea.

A doctrine.

A theological concept.

A subject for debate.

A set of propositions.

Not a living King.

Not a present Savior.

Not the One who speaks.

And the church becomes skilled at talking about Him while
remaining untouched by Him.

This is the tragedy.

Not because Scripture is wrong.

But because the heart is using Scripture to avoid surrender.
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21. Final Thoughts: The Written Word
Must Yield to the Living Word

The Word is not a book.

The Word is God.

The Word became flesh.

The Word judges and makes war.

The Word reigns.

The Word saves.

And Scripture is holy because it testifies to Him.
So honor the Bible.

Guard it.

Read it.

Study it.

But do not enthrone it above Christ.

Do not turn the witness into the King.

Do not stop at ink.

Do not live in the echoes of paper.

Come to Christ.

Because the Bible’s greatest purpose is not to be admired.
Its greatest purpose is to lead you into life.

Closing Paragraph

Many who hold the Bible dear end up missing the One it
reveals.

Not because Scripture is insufficient.

But because the heart is sovereign.

And sovereignty prefers a book it can master over a Christ it
must obey.

This is Biblicalism; idolatry in bible terms.

Not love for Scripture, but substitution of Scripture for the
living Word.

The Pharisees prove you can possess perfect textual rigor and
still crucify God.

The Bible is a lamp, not the Light.
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A signpost, not the home.

A witness, not the King.

To honor Scripture rightly is to let it fulfill its highest work:
bearing witness to Jesus Christ.

Only when the written word yields to the living Word does
worship become true.

Only when the map leads you into the territory does the soul
find rest.

Only when Scripture brings you to Christ does faith become
life.
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Chapter Ten
the Everlasting Gospel

Life Has Broken In

Jesus is alive. This is not just a story or a belief added to
history; it is history itself being changed in a powerful way.
When we say Jesus lives, we mean that God has acted through
Him, and death has been defeated. The empty tomb is not just
about Jesus being freed—it is meant to justify us. This is not
a result of grief or a myth created after loss; it is new life
breaking the silence of death.

God did not stay separate from His creation; He stepped into
it. The guilt and shame people carried could not survive the
cross. The fear of death was overcome by the resurrection
morning. The power of death that once held people captive has
been judged and destroyed. Jesus was rejected, condemned,
and forgotten by some, but God raised Him up, lifted Him
high, and declared Him Lord. Jesus did not avoid suffering
and death but willingly entered them, conquered death, and
rose again. He now holds the keys of death itself.

This means the kingdom of God is near—not through force or
war, but through pardon and new life freely given. This is not
just advice or an invitation; it is a clear announcement. Jesus
Christ is Lord, and through Him, life has come into the world.

God Has Drawn Near

God is not far away or out of reach. He is not locked away in
the sky or trapped in buildings made by human hands. He does
not depend on us to exist, and we do not sustain Him. Instead,
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all life depends on Him. Every breath we take, every step we
make, and our very being is held in God’s hands.

God has made Himself known by becoming a human being;
Jesus. We can hear Him speak. God proved His Lordship by
raising Him from the dead. He is not absent or distant; He is
close and real.

Knowing that God is near brings an important response. It
calls for us to think seriously about our lives and relationship
with Him. God’s closeness is not something to ignore—it
invites us to recognize Him and live differently.

The Appointed Man

There is a Man who has been raised from the dead. He lived
among dying people, yet death did not hold Him. The leaders
believed they had silenced Him and that the grave had secured
Him, but they were wrong.

The tomb could not keep Jesus inside. The silence of death
was broken by His resurrection. This is not a made-up story;
it is a new reality. The fear and power of death that once ruled
over people have been faced and destroyed.

This Man, Jesus, has been appointed by God to a position of
authority. His power is greater than any government or
empire. He offers mercy that cannot be earned nor taken by
effort. The time to receive this life is now, receiving means
believing in His name. it is not something to wait for. We can
take hold by a faith that has been granted, of a life that never
ends because Jesus has been raised and given this authority.

The Spirit Poured Out

108



God has given the Holy Spirit to His people. This Spirit is not
controlled; He moves freely and acts as He wills. The Spirit
speaks even before we respond or understand. This is a
promise to everyone who listens.

Faith begins before we fully understand everything. Freedom
is given before we complete any rituals. The Spirit goes ahead
of us and prepares the way. Because of Him, the path to new
life is open and ready for us to follow.

The Lord Unlocks the Heart

God works to open people’s hearts. He does not wait for
permission or approval. He acts first. When He comes, chains
fall off, eyes can see clearly, and joy can be awakened.

Faith is given to us, and new life begins even before we fully
accept it, grace is before faith. We need only listen to Him.

The path to follow is set before us, and God makes it possible
to walk in it.

No Other King
No other ruler can bring you into captivity. Kings and
kingdoms rise and fall, but Jesus Christ remains. You belong

to Him.

No power in the world is above Him. No hope compares to the
hope found in Him. Jesus Christ alone is Lord of all.

The Way Advances

The path Jesus opened keeps moving forward. His Word
continues to speak to people, and the Spirit continues to work
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in the world. This is not something just to watch or study but
a calling to join.

We are invited to live by this way—walking in it day by day.
What started long ago in a small group of believers has not
changed. It is the same living message, still powerful and real
today, and it will remain open.

The Gospel’s Eternal Nature

Before anyone needed saving, Jesus, the Savior, was
appointed by God. Before sin entered the world, a sacrifice
was already appointed. Before time itself, an eternal plan was
in place.

What has manifested in history was decided before history
began. Salvation is not just an offer waiting for someone to
accept it. It is already accomplished.

Jesus did not come to make salvation possible. He came to
complete it. He did not die to make people able to be saved;
He died to save them. His blood was not spilled to invite us to
help but to secure our freedom.

The gospel is not a deal that can be rejected or fail. It is a firm
statement from heaven to earth. Because of this, repentance
does not cause salvation; it is the result of salvation. Turning
to God is not something we do first; God gives the desire and
ability to turn to Him. The spiritually dead do not choose
life—they are given new life by God’s power.

This is why the gospel is called eternal. It is eternal not
because it lasts forever in time but because it exists beyond
time. It was not made up because of sin but was part of God’s
plan from the start. The gospel does not change with culture
or fashion because it does not depend on them.
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It does not ask for our permission but creates our believe. It
creates the faith it calls for.

This message is the foundation of this book. It does not try to
convince readers that saving themselves is possible. Instead, it
declares that salvation is already completed by God. It does
not flatter human pride by inviting us to decide but shows the
truth about the human condition. It does not give false hope
but offers certainty, grounded in God’s eternal plan.

If salvation depended on a decision we make, it would not be
eternal. If it depended on sincerity or memory of an act of ours,
it would not be secure. But because salvation was planned
before the world began, finished on the cross, and given freely
by God’s grace, the gospel stands unshaken, powerful, and
certain.

This is the gospel that this book is all about.

111



112



Chapter Eleven
I Was Caught Up in a Vision

I heard it Directly from the Mouth
of the Owner of the Horses

The wooden pew pressed unforgiving beneath me, its
varnished edge rough against my palms as I gripped the
hymnbook. Sunday sunlight filtered through stained glass,
scattering fractured colors across thin pages and tired faces.
The sanctuary smelled like old wood and perfume and
polished restraint.

The pastor’s voice rose and fell with practiced certainty,
wrapping the room like rope.

“Repent, to be forgiven.”

The words landed like a sentence, not a promise. His
conviction was absolute—no pause for breathing, no room for
question. Forgiveness, he said, waited on repentance. Not
merely repentance as turning, but repentance measured—deep
enough, sincere enough, complete enough. A gate hinged on
the quality of my sorrow.

My chest tightened. I couldn’t tell where my breath ended and
the demand began.

If I was to be forgiven, I had to become a different man first.
I had to produce the very thing I came seeking. The logic
collapsed in on itself, but the weight remained. Failure stacked
itself in my stomach like stones: the sins I remembered, the
ones I couldn’t forget, the ones I wasn’t even sure I could
name. The measuring stick blurred until the only conclusion
was obvious.

I couldn’t do it.
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My hands trembled. I prayed no one noticed. Shame is
strange—it convinces you that everyone can see your insides.
The wood floor beneath my shoes felt cold, like a courtroom.
Then something snapped—not holiness, not righteousness,
but honesty. A small revolt against pretending.

I had worn worship like a mask before. I knew how to sing
mercy while calculating whether mercy was real. I knew how
to nod at grace while watching the scale tilt against me.

Not anymore.

My feet moved before my mind could argue. I stood. The pew
creaked. Heads turned. Whispers rippled through the rows like
nervous wings.

The usher stood near the aisle, a young man with kindness and
confusion in his face. He leaned toward me as I stepped past
hymnals stacked like silent sentinels.

“Where are you going?” he asked, voice soft, startled.

“Out,” I said. The word came brittle but clean. “I won’t
pretend anymore.”

The heavy door loomed ahead, stained glass catching the sun’s
glare. I grasped the handle—warm beneath my skin—and
pushed. Light spilled into the sanctuary behind me like a
wound opening. The scent of concrete and jasmine flooded my
lungs.

Outside, the church shrank in my mind, not as a building but
as a machine: the machine that turned salvation into a
condition, and mercy into a prize.

I stood on the stone steps, squinting into afternoon heat. There
was no relief in the warmth—only estrangement.

I had tried repentance before. Years earlier, I’d knelt at an altar
rail with tears and promises. Words were spoken. Heads
nodded. I walked out believing myself clean.

But within days the shame returned, settling into old places
like dust. I stumbled, and the old conclusion returned with it:
if forgiveness depends on my repentance, then forgiveness
will always be fragile—always pending, always revocable,
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always uncertain. My soul became a courtroom without a
verdict.

The street stretched ahead, gray ribbon under indifferent
clouds. As I walked away, the phrase followed me like a chain:
“Repent to be forgiven”.

The words grew teeth, sinking into the soft places where hope
had once tried to live. Why keep performing in a house of
prayer if the prayer was a test I could not pass?

A bitter thought rose as my footsteps echoed: hypocrisy, I
decided, was worse than failure. And if the gospel required
pretending, I would not stay.

I disappeared into the afternoon glare.

The Twelve-Year Loop

The phrase didn’t remain in the sanctuary. It moved in with
me.

“Repent to be forgiven”.

It became the architecture of my faith: the first move was
mine. Fix yourself first. Produce sorrow pure enough to satisfy
heaven. Then—maybe—God would respond.

Years stretched forward like an endless road. I tried. I really
tried. I scrubbed and clawed at myself in the dark. Past
mistakes flashed like warning signs. Every stumble became
proof that I hadn’t repented “right.” I didn’t just fail; I failed
again, and the “again” felt like a verdict.

A friend said once, after watching me spiral for the third time
in a month, “Why do you keep beating yourself up? It’s like
trying to fill a well that has no bottom.”

“I can’t stop,” I said. “If I don’t fix this, I won’t be forgiven.
That’s what I was told. I have to make the first move.”

-“Or else what?”

The truth lodged in my throat like broken glass. “Or else I'm
still damned.”

That’s what transactional gospel does: it turns repentance
into currency and then tells you the currency may be
counterfeit. It turns faith into performance and then demands
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a performance review. It calls you to “rest in grace” while
quietly teaching that grace is only as secure as your last good
week.

It produced exactly what it was built to produce:

anxiety.

Some nights it was a storm in my stomach—rage, fear,
despair tumbling over each other. Other nights it was a
solemn quiet that carved hollows in my chest where joy
should have lived.

The hardest part was isolation. People around me moved
through life with a warmth I couldn’t touch, as if grace were
a door that opened for everyone but me. I learned to speak
the right language, to smile at the right time, to testify with
the proper humility. But inside, I kept doing the arithmetic:
How much sorrow?

How many days clean?

How many hours without failing?

How sincere was my apology?

Did I “really mean it”?

Years passed. The loop did not break. It only deepened.
“Repent to be forgiven”.

Twelve years slipped by like sand. No peace replaced the
torment. Only the grinding certainty that salvation had been
handed to me like a burden I was too weak to carry.

The Prayer I Could No Longer Avoid

I was in the garage when I looked up through a window and
cried out: Father, I am sliding into hell and I cannot repent;
have mercy on me. I heard His voice say to me, “Fix your
eyes on Christ.” I cried out again: Lord Jesus, I am sliding
into hell and I cannot repent; have mercy on me.

At that moment I found myself in a vision. It was a courtroom,
and the Lord was dressed in a black robe—seated in the
judge’s chair. He took the gavel and, striking it on the desk,
proclaimed: “Forgiven for time and eternity.” The repentance
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I could not produce entered my heart. And without speaking a
word, I wondered: Forgiven, without being able to repent? I
answered myself; and this was the revelation: Repentance is
not a condition for salvation—faith is; and this too is a gift of
God, so that no one may say, “I am saved because I responded
to the call.” He works in us both the willing and the doing.

The revelation that changed my life and is the treasure from
which I write is this: “Repent to be forgiven” is “another
gospel.” The eternal Gospel is: “Believe to be saved.” Faith is
the seed that God places in us; repentance is the fruit of that
faith. And both proceed from the grace of God.

Grace — faith — salvation — repentance. In this order. To change
the order is to invent a gospel that honors free will—this is the
throne of the Ego. And the ego prefers to reign in hell rather
than worship in heaven. Grace dethrones the ego and gives
true freedom to the will. Freedom to worship the One who
created it. Not neutral freedom. Adam had neutral freedom
and lost it. If we were granted this neutrality, we would be
responsible for our salvation as Adam was.

Freedom of the will is an illusion. Free will does not exist. We
only pass from slavery to a fallen nature to slavery to grace.
Grace is sovereign. It is of grace that we desire to be slaves.

Grace does not knock on the door—it invades and dethrones a
hostile ego. We were dead in trespasses and sins, and the dead
do not cooperate in their own resurrection. Salvation is a
sovereign act of God.

The “other gospel” is offered. The “Eternal Gospel” is
proclaimed. And nothing can be added to it. “It is finished”

means “It is finished.”

No terms.
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No probation.

No “if you keep it up.”
No fine print.

A verdict.

Final.

Forgiveness is not earned.
Forgiveness is pronounced.
Repentance is not the gateway.
Repentance is the echo.

Faith is a gift.

And what I had called “repentance” for years—the frantic
effort to qualify—was not repentance at all. It was bargaining
disguised as humility.

The Thief on the Cross

He had no chance to “prove sincerity.”

No opportunity to balance the ledger.

He had only one thing: a plea.

“Remember me when you come in your kingdom.”

And Christ did not answer with conditions.

He did not answer with probation.

He did not say, “Show me your repentance.”

He said:

“Today, you will be with me in Paradise.”

God placed the thief there like a protest against every
transactional gospel ever preached.

A living witness that grace is not a wage.

A declaration that forgiveness is not a reward for discipline,
It is salvation for the asking.

“Salvation is a gift,” I whispered. “I did not earn it. I only
asked. And I was forgiven.”
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Look to Christ, open your heart and speak the words that may
come out of your mouth. And you will be saved.
Not because you are faithful, but because Christ is.

I stood with a new steadiness, as if carrying fire. The street
outside waited, indifferent and full of ordinary life, unaware
that something had shifted in the universe of my soul.

And I walked forward as if carrying a torch through a
darkened night. I realized, with a kind of fierce joy that
frightened me:

This message cannot stay private.

Because I could see the faces again—tired believers in
folding-chair circles, chasing assurance through sorrow and
effort, wondering if they meant it enough. I could hear the
same deadly phrase spoken from pulpits as if it were holiness:
“Repent to be forgiven”.

I wanted to shout until my throat broke:

You don’t have to fix yourself first.

You don’t have to be perfect.

You don’t have to perform repentance to earn mercy, just
ask.

I stood with a new steadiness, as if carrying fire. The street
outside waited, indifferent and full of ordinary life, unaware
that something had shifted in the universe of my soul.
“Salvation is a gift,” I whispered. “I did not earn it. I only
asked. And I was forgiven.”

I speak to the captives of the last century’ preachers who
preached a gospel without grace. A salvation based on man’
will. To you I say: Jesus has willed you into His kingdom.
Before He took His last breath He had finished it for you.
Your will cannot add to His will. if you just take Him and
His finished work on the cross at faith value and identify
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with Him -He will identify with you in the presence of the
Father.

And as soon as you die you will be with Him in Paradice -no
probation -no purgatory.

I am not offering this message either, I’m proclaiming this
message. The sound of it produces in your heart the very
thing He demands. Without your permission -dethroning
your will.
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Chapter Twelve
the Will Conquered

The risen Christ entered where the doors were shut, spoke
peace, and breathed life; the apostles’ will, did not open the
door.

The scene is decisive. The doors were locked. The disciples
were afraid. The will was not poised for heroism, faith, or
resolve were hiding.

This is not the portrait of men preparing themselves for
mission, nor of hearts softened by gradual persuasion. While
we were still sinners He died for us. And still the men He chose
were fearful, silent, and withdrawn. If salvation depended
upon courage, clarity, or decisive resolve, the mission would
have ended in that room.

But salvation does not depend upon the will of man.

Jesus came and stood among them. He did not knock. He did
not wait. He did not appeal to latent faith or invite cooperation.
He appeared where barriers stood, He passed through them.
Where fear ruled, He spoke peace, where paralysis remained,
He breathed life.

“Peace be with you,” He said—mnot as a suggestion, but as a
declaration. The peace did not arise from within them; it
descended upon them. It was spoken onto fear, not drawn out
of it.

Then He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
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This was not an exchange. It was not a response to willingness.
It was invasion.

At the Upper Room

The Holy Spirit did not arrive because the disciples were
ready; He arrived because Christ sent Him. The Spirit did not
consult their resolve; He overcame their frailty.

The Holy Spirit invaded the Upper Room and, by sovereign
action, turned fearful men into witnesses, cowards into
apostles, and the silent into heralds of the resurrection.

Nothing in the text suggests that their wills initiated this
transformation. Everything points in the opposite direction.
The will was conquered, not courted.

Modern theology often imagines the human will as the hinge
upon which salvation turns—as though Christ may
accomplish redemption, but its application waits upon
permission. The Upper Room exposes that fiction. These men
did not authorize the mission. They were commissioned into
it. They did not volunteer. They were sent.

The breath of Christ created what it commanded.

This is Genesis language. God breathed into dust, and man
became a living soul. In the Upper Room, the Holy Spirit
breathed into fear, and witnesses were born. In both cases, life
preceded response. Breath came before obedience. Creation
before cooperation.

The apostles did not decide their way into boldness. Boldness
was bestowed upon them. The courage that would later stand
before councils and kings did not arise from reflection or
resolve; it came from sovereign life imparted by the risen
Christ.
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The will did not raise these men.

The will did not empower them.

The will did not sustain them.

The will followed where life led.

This is why decision-centered gospels always collapse under
the weight of Scripture. They require a will that Scripture
never finds alive. They ask the dead to initiate resurrection and
the fearful to generate courage. They reverse the order of grace
and then wonder why assurance fails.

Christ did not say, “Choose peace.”
He said, “Peace be with you.”

He did not say, “Prepare yourselves for power.”
He breathed, and power came.

He did not say, “If you are willing, receive.”
He said, “Receive.”

The grammar is divine. The action is unilateral.

Only after life is given does mission follow. Only after peace
is declared do feet move. Only after the Spirit is bestowed do
mouths open. This is not psychology. It is not theology. It is
the order of salvation written into history.

The church is not born by decision.
It is born by resurrection breath.

And the gospel is not advanced by men who finally got
serious,

but by men whom Christ refused to leave dead.

The Upper Room stands as a permanent rebuke to every
theology that places the decisive act of salvation in the hands
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of the sinner and seminaries. The doors were shut. The men
were afraid. The will was weak.

Christ entered anyway.
That is the gospel applied.

That is grace victorious.
That is the will conquered.
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Epilogue

We confess before the living God, before His Church, and
before the watching world, that salvation from first to last is
of the Lord alone. Man, fallen in Adam, is not merely wounded
but spiritually dead, his will not free but enslaved to sin, his
affections corrupted, his mind darkened, and his heart hostile
toward God. We deny that fallen man possesses within himself
the moral ability to choose Christ unto life, to prepare himself
for grace, or to cooperate in his regeneration. We affirm that
the new birth is a sovereign act of God the Holy Spirit, who
raises the dead, grants repentance, and gives the gift of faith
according to the eternal purpose of God in Christ. Therefore,
all boasting is excluded, all glory belongs to the Lamb, and the
work of salvation stands not upon the will of man but upon the
mercy of God.

The story has never been about human ascent, but divine
descent.

It begins with rebellion: man created upright, yet choosing
defiance; not confused, but resistant; not neutral, but hostile to
God. From that rebellion flows not humility, but the defiance
of grace itself—the refusal to be saved except on terms that
preserve autonomy. Sin does not merely break the law; it
rejects rescue.

Grace answers rebellion not by negotiation, but by
sovereignty. God does not wait for willingness; What man
resists, grace overcomes. What the will cannot yield, grace
conquers.

125



From sovereign grace flows the response it produces; faith and
repentance—not as preconditions, but as fruits. They are not
contributions to salvation, but confessions of having been
saved. The sinner does not awaken himself; he awakens
because life has been given.

This order is revealed, not argued, in the risen Christ entering
rooms with shut doors. Fear did not invite Him. Resolve did
not open the way. Christ came anyway. He spoke peace where
fear reigned and breathed life where courage was absent. The
will did not prepare the disciples for mission; it was overtaken
by resurrection power.

And then the Spirit came—not as a gentle suggestion, but as
divine invasion. The Upper Room was not a meeting of
volunteers; it was the birthplace of witnesses. Frail men were
made apostles. Silence gave way to proclamation. Not because
the human heart finally cooperated, but because God acted.

This is the everlasting gospel: not man reaching up, but God
breaking in; not the will choosing its way into life, but grace
raising the dead; not salvation offered and completed by
response, but salvation accomplished, applied, and confessed.

The doors were shut.

Christ entered.

The Spirit came.

And the world was never the same.
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Confession
of the Everlasting Gospel

I

We believe in One God, Sovereign, and eternally existing in
three Persons: The Father, The Word, and The Spirit. Each one
of them is of the same essence, equal in power and holiness,
and worthy of worship and praise. These three bear witness in
Heaven: The Father, The Word, and The Spirit, and these three
are one.

I1.

We believe in Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the Eternal Son of
God, and “The Word Manifest.” In the beginning was The
Word, and The Word was with God, and The Word was God.
All things were made by The Word, and there is nothing made
that was not made by The Word. The Word took human form
and manifested Himself as Jesus of Nazareth. The Word is the
Rider of the white horse in Revelation. The Word is a Person.

I11.

We believe in The Holy Ghost as the Third and Eternal Person
of the Deity, indwelling the Church as a body, and every
believer individually. He is the Sanctifier and the One who,
alone, can teach us all things and lead us into all truth.
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IVv.

We believe in the Holy Scriptures as a faithful witness of The
Word; a witness nevertheless, for The Word is God, with Jesus
as the only tangible manifestation of the Eternal Word. We
believe that a distinction must be made between The
Scriptures and The Word.

V.

We believe in the Leading of the Spirit as The Code by which
we live, whether He uses Scriptures, a voice spoken directly
to our hearts or ears, an Angel, or a voice of prophecy. He is
the Rod, and He is the Canon. He cannot be paraphrased,
misquoted, or used out of context. The Bible is the main
witness of the will of the Spirit, but it cannot replace Him.

VI

We believe in Sovereign election; God calls, He brings the
Gospel to our ears; He puts in our hearts the willingness to
respond, so that no one might boast in His presence. “I am
saved because I responded” is boasting. We believe that
salvation is of the Lord. The title “Sovereign” refers to
“Sovereign Will.” Take the Will out of it, and the title
becomes Royalty in nature, but without real power. If His Will
has no power to overrule the will of His creatures, then He is
not Sovereign, and if He is not Sovereign, He is not God. He
can turn our hearts around without our consent -or harden
them for that matter. True repentance and true saving faith are
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not possible without the operation of Grace. We are saved
willingly, by the Will of God. Our willingness was imposed
on us too. We could not have come up with it either.

VIIL.

We believe that a sinful nature was inherited from Adam, as
well as the Bondage of the Will, as a result of the fall. The fall
embraced every part of man, starting with the Will, and there
is no such thing as Free Will. And so, being dead in trespasses
and sins, we are not able to contribute with the process of our
salvation, and thus no works can be added to faith.

VIII.

We believe that repentance, same as faith, is part of the
package of salvation, and demanding repentance as a
prerequisite for justification is going back to the Covenant of
Works. Faith alone is the demand for Grace, which faith He
Himself provides.

IX.

We believe that Grace, not wrath, was God’s motive for
sending Jesus to atone and justify. And Grace is man’s
capability as well, to believe and be saved through faith. God
was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself -a joint venture.
Jesus did not suffer wrath.
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X.

We believe in Faith Alone as the means of obtaining God’s
Grace. We believe that faith is the conviction that if God said
it, He is able and faithful to fulfill it. We believe that “Faith in
Faith” is witchcraft. “By Faith we understand that God
created the Universe,” not: “God created the Universe by
Faith.” We believe that the teaching that Faith is a Force is the
means by which the Antichrist introduces the god of forces to
the Church.

XI.

We believe The Everlasting Good News, Gospel for short, as
justification by grace alone, through faith alone.

XII.

We believe that justification is not a Pardon but an Acquittal;
a “not guilty” decree pronounced by God, anchored on
Christ’s atoning death, by which He removes sin and its
consequences. He removes guilt as well, and the law by which
we were pronounced sinners in the first place. All of it legally,
without abrogating God’s Holiness.

XIII.

We believe that we have inherited Christ’s obedience as well
as His righteousness, by which perseverance is guaranteed,
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and salvation is not conditional on further obedience to
commandments.

XIV.

We believe that the godly walk of the Children of God is
achieved through sanctification of the Spirit, not works after
salvation; we believe that works have no place in God’s
Economy of Grace—not before salvation, not through it, and
not after.

XV.

We believe that Faith without works is living Faith; Faith plus
works is religion, and righteousness after salvation is the fruit
of the Spirit, not works after salvation.

XVI.

We believe in the sacrament of water baptism as an act of
obedience for the salvation already obtained. Faith being the
foundation of obedience, and not obedience the foundation of
faith. We believe that being baptized in His death is the
baptism that saves. We believe in the baptism of the Spirit and
the observance of Holy Supper.

XVII.
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We believe in the Rapture. As a thief in the night, He will
appear, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Also, we who
remain at the time of the Snatching Away of the Saints will
follow, before the Great Tribulation. In the twinkle of an eye,
we will enter our inheritance to reign with Christ forever.

XVIII.
We believe that The Church is composed of all believers of

the world, believers according to the Gospel. We believe that
no denomination has the copyright on salvation.

XIX.
We believe that the Church must be governed by Elders;

Elders in the true sense of the word, meaning mature
Christians who have already manifested the fruits of the Spirit.

XX.
We believe in the Priesthood of all believers, and do not
recognize a difference between the Clergy and Laity.

However, once the Elders have been ordained, they are to be
honored as authorities in the Church.

XXI.
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We believe that the teaching of tithing binds the present-day
Clergy to the Levitical Priesthood, which makes them
inadequate to minister grace, and for which there is no reward,
for “tithe is the portion of Levi,” without the right of ownership
in the Land. We believe that the priesthood comes through
Melchizedek, in which tithing is not even an issue. The law
was nailed to the cross—the law of tithing did not drop.

XXII.

We believe in the second coming of Jesus to reign from Mount
Zion for a thousand years. As a sea of armies surrounds
Jerusalem to destroy it, the Son of Man will come and destroy
them by the Word of His power, and show wounded hands to
Israel.

The Spirit and the Church say, “Come, Lord Jesus.”

133



